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The League of Women Voters believes in representative
government and in the individual liberties established
in the Constitution of the United States.

•

The League of Women Voters believes that democratic
government depends upon the informed and active
participation of its citizens and requires that
governmental bodies protect the citizen’s right to know
by giving adequate notice of proposed actions, holding
open meetings, and making public records accessible.

•

The League of Women Voters believes that every citizen
should be protected in the right to vote; that every
person should have access to free public education that
provides equal opportunity for all; and that no person or
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Proposed Budget & Financial Report

Program Report

The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to
increase understanding of major public
policy issues, and influence public policy
through education and adovcacy.

Principles of League of Women Voters

group should suffer legal, economic, or administrative
discrimination.

Diversity Policy
The League of Women Voters is an
organization fully committed to diversity,
equity, and inclusion in principle and in
practice. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are
central to the organization’s current and future
success in engaging all individuals, households,
communities, and policy makers in creating a
more perfect democracy. There shall be no
barriers to full participation in this
organization on the basis of gender, gender
identity, ethnicity, race, native or indigenous
origin, age, generate, sexual orientation,
culture, religion, belief system, marital status,
parental status, socioeconomic status,
language, accent, ability status, mental health,
education level or background, geography,
nationality, work style, work experience, job
role function, thinking style, personality type,
physical appearance, political perspective or
affiliation and/or any other characteristic that
can be identified as recognizing or illustrating
diversity.

•

The League of Women Voters believes that efficient and
economical government requires competent personnel,
the clear assignment of responsibility, adequate
financing, and coordination among the different
agencies and levels of government.

•

The League of Women Voters believes that responsible
government should be responsive to the will of the
people; that government should maintain an equitable
and flexible system of taxation, promote the
conservation and development of natural resources in
the public interest, share in the solution of economic
and social problems that affect the general welfare,
promote a sound economy and adopt domestic policies
that facilitate the solution of international problems.

•

The League of Women Voters believes that cooperation
with other nations is essential in the search for
solutions to world problems and that development of
international organization and international law is
imperative in the promotion of world peace.
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Proposed Rules and Procedures
A motion to adopt these rules will be made at the beginning of the Annual
Meeting.
Amendments may be offered at this time and require a majority vote. Twenty
percent (20%) of current paid voting members shall constitute a quorum.
Absentee or proxy voting for Budget, By-Law changes, Program, and Election of
Officers will be allowed only if arrangements have been made with the president
prior to the event.
1.

1.

1.
2.

Only current members may vote.

3.

Only members and those authorized by the President may address the
meeting.

4.

Each speaker shall announce name when addressing the attendees.

5.

In debate, no person shall speak more than once until all others who wish to
speak have done so; no person shall speak more than twice on the same
motion; debate shall be limited to two minutes per speaker.

A majority vote of those qualified to vote and voting will constitute
adoption of Budget, By-Law changes, and election of officers.

Procedures for Proposed Program
1.

Attendance at Annual Meeting is limited to LWV Tyler/Smith County
members and non-members. Attendees will be issued an invitation to join
the convention via a virtual technology.

2.

Procedure for Adoption of Budget, By-Law Changes, and Election of Officers

2.

Procedure for Considering the Proposed Program
1.

The proposed Program shall be moved for adoption by the LWV
Program Chair followed by questions for clarification.

2.

Debate on the proposed program shall follow questions for
clarification.

Procedure for Adoption of Program
1.

Proposed Program. Each proposed program subject shall be
considered for adoption and the outcome will be determined by
majority vote. The original wording of an item of program may be
amended when the item is debated if the changes do not enlarge
the scope or change the general content.
1.

3.

Not-Recommended Program Item. LWV Tyler/Smith
County members may adopt a not-recommended program
item by two-thirds vote if its consideration was ordered
by a majority vote of Annual Meeting attendees.

Governing Rules
1.

The Annual Meeting is run according to bylaws, rules, and parliamentary
procedure, in that order.

6.

Debate will be terminated after three people speak consecutively to one side
of an issue if no member wishes to speak to the other side of the issue.

2.

7.

Any non-procedural motion shall be in writing by using the Q&A box
provided by the virtual technology and the person identified by name.

The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, will govern
in all cases to which they are applicable and are not inconsistent with the
by-laws.

3.

Prior to approval, the minutes of the Annual Meeting shall be reviewed
by the Board and revised as necessary to provide an accurate account of
final decisions made.

5/23/2020
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State of the League 2019/2020

Order of Business
1:00 pm

Call to Order

Marilyn Wills

Welcome
Adoption of Agenda & Rules
Appointment of Parliamentarian and Timekeeper
1:05 pm

Review/Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes

Mitzi Rusk

1:10 pm

Treasurer’s Report

Marjorie Wallé

1:20 pm

Adoption of 2020-2021 LWV-TSC Budgets

Shiv Patel

1:30 pm

Adoption of Amendments to LWV-TSC By-Laws

Toni Ferrell

1:40 pm

Adopt 2020-2021 Local Program

Dee Brock

1:45 pm

President’s Remarks

Marilyn Wills

1:50 pm

2020-2021 Leadership

Sue Lander

Nominating Committee Report
Nominations from Membership
Election of Officers
1:55 pm

Recognition of Outgoing Board Members

Marilyn Wills

2:00 pm

Closing Announcements and Adjournment

Marilyn Wills

LWVTX Board Sustainers Plaque
The Board Sustainers Plaque recognized members of the Board of Directors of the
League of Women Voters of Texas who have given outstanding services over a
period of time.
LWV-TSC is proud to announce that Marjorie Wallé and Mary Lu French have
both been added to this prestigious status at the LWVTX home office in Austin.
Marjorie served as Secretary as well as Chair of the State Governance Committee
2018-2020. Mary Lu led the state with her expertise in VOTE411.org – guiding the
state’s individual local leagues with design and implementation.
Congratulations! We are honored to have Tyler/Smith County so well represented!

Marilyn Wills, President

2019/2020 was to be an exceptional year for LWV Tyler/Smith County – after all,
we were to celebrate 100 years of the right to vote for women; 100 years of League
activity at the national and state levels; and 70 years of League activity in Tyler/Smith
County! We had festivities planned for the entire 2020 calendar year in addition to an
increased push for election security and safety as well as amplified strategies to provide
non-partisan information to the citizens of Smith County.
But then came COVID-19. Events have been postponed. Community
partnerships are challenged as our partners try to figure out the new “normal” for their
constituents. We struggle to figure out the best methods to reach voters. We are not
alone. Our community partnerships remain extremely essential as we all try to assure
priorities are met.
As we maneuver through the COVID-19 crisis, it is clear we must change the way
we do outreach and education. The 2020 Elections include critically important races
and there remains an absolute need for non-partisan information to be available. Voter
education will be a critical and essential focus. Voter registration is always a challenge
but further than that, we must find ways to better assure people they and their votes
are safe and secure! One solution promoted heavily by Leagues on the national, state
and local levels will be wider utilization of mail-in ballots.
And we still do have celebrations ahead of us in 2020 – the 100th Anniversary of
the 19th Amendment! 70th Anniversary of LWV Tyler/SC! We will find innovative ways
to communicate educational and entertaining information through either in-person (if
feasible) or virtual activities to commemorate these auspicious milestones.
I want to sincerely thank the 2019/2020 Board members – Dee Brock, Katy Cline,
Jasmine Cobb, Rubye Kendrick, Katie Owens, Mary Claire Rowe, Mitzi Rusk, Ashley
Taylor, Debbie Taylor, and Marjorie Wallé for their outstanding efforts! Scherel
Carver, Mary Lu French, and Lee Hancock left the board prior to their terms ending
but all contributed at high levels during their tenure. We particularly want to thank
Scherel for the incredible work done for the League Board. She served as Treasurer –
and performed many other functions – since joining the League in 1980. Nominating
committee chair Sue Lander served with distinction and our by-laws and
parliamentarian expert Toni Ferrell attended nearly every board meeting and was a
great asset. So many other League members and partners contributed during voter
registration, voter education, important committee work, Great Decisions, and
performed frequent other tasks as needed. Thank you everyone!
We are headed into an extremely significant and challenging year. Please review
our advocacy efforts and find a good fit for your energy! We need your help! We want
to assure that the Tyler/Smith County LWV continues to be relevant, dynamic and
respected.

MINUTES of 67th Annual Meeting of LWV-TSC
May 11, 2019, Portofino’s Italian Restaurant

CALL TO ORDER President Marilyn Wills called the meeting to order at 11:30 am.

Adoption of Budget
Motion from the Budget Committee to approve the 2018-2019 Budget. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTENDING /QUORUM
Present: Marilyn Wills, Karen Wilkerson, Jolie L. Smith, Mitzi Rush, Marjorie Walle,
Ashley Taylor, Mary Lu French, Debbie Taylor, Jasmine Cobb, Rubye Kendrick, Lee
Hancock, Andie Rathbone, Dee Brock, Linda Resnik, Mary Claire Rowe, Kathy Cline,
Chance Cline, John Sims, Katie Owens, Mark Owens, Polly Kuklewicz, Gerry
Kuklewicz, Scherel Carver, Pat Stillwell, Toni Ferrell

Bylaws
Members present approved of any and all proposed revisions to the LWV-Tyler/Smith County bylaws.
“If We Register, Do They Vote?” Presentation by D Karen Wilkerson and Lee Hancock.
Recessed for lunch 12:15

Adoption of Agenda: Toni Ferrell moved to adopt the agenda. Dee Brock seconded.
Adoption of Annual Meeting Rules: Toni Ferrell moved adoption of the Rules. Andie
Rathbone seconded, and meeting rules were adopted.

Community Relations Report
Women’s Equality Day: On August 26 an event with a proclamation, a skit by actors from the Tyler Civic
Center, speakers, a brunch and a silent auction was held. (Full report page 8 of Annual Meeting
Booklet)

Appointment of Timekeeper/Parliamentarian: Andie Rathbone was appointed
timekeeper and Toni Ferrell parliamentarian.

Women’s History Celebrations: American Women’s Struggle to Vote 1840-1906 exhibit (made possible by
a grant from the Humanities of Texas) was displayed at the Gallery Main Street.

Minutes of the 66th Annual Meeting
D Karen Wilkerson moved the acceptance of the 2018 Annual Meeting minutes. Toni

The film “Not for Ourselves Alone” was shown at the Liberty Hall Theater on September 8th.

Ferrell seconded. They were approved as written.

On March 9th LVW/Tyler Smith County joined with the City of Tyler, Hit the Bricks, Liberty Theater

Treasurer’s Reports: The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

proclamations and a movie “Brave.” (Full report on page 8 of Annual Meeting Booklet.)
Website and Facebook: LWV/TSC continues to promote activities on Facebook, our website, and

As of May 10, 2019
Checking

$3,843.96

Savings

$1,120.08

Bulk Mail

$

65.00

Postage Due Deposit Account

$

17.60

TEF

$ 648.21

TOTAL ASSETS

$5,694.85

5/23/2020

and the Goodman Le Grand Museum to reenact the Suffrage March. Events also included presentations,

newsletter “The Voter.”
Fund Raising: events included The Women’s Equality Day Campaign $800 in donations, Member and
Supporters Solicitation around $1600, Love the League Social event, Virtual Event Don’t Attend this
Parade some $1000, Grants, Sponsorship Benefits, Acknowledgement donors and Planned Giving. The
status as a 501c organization is an important milestone for future tax-deducible donations.

2020 Annual Meeting Workbook

5

MINUTES of 67th Annual Meeting of LWV-TSC
continued from previous page

Voters Service Report
Candidate Forums Two forums were informative with over 100 attendees.

2018-2021 Leadership
Nominating Committee Report: D Karen Wilkerson, Toni Ferrell, Andie Rathbone, Katy Cline and Scherel Carver
brought forth the slate of nominations.

Naturalization Services Three ceremonies were held this year.

Officers
President

Marilyn Wills

2019-2021

Voters Guides Guides in Spanish and English with information about candidates and their
positions were distributed to the Tyler Chamber of Commerce and public libraries.

V.P. Voters Service

Debbie Taylor

2019-2021

V.P. Community Relations

Mary Claire Rowe

2019-2021

Secretary

Mitzi Rusk

2019-2021

Vote 411.org An on-line guide to inform voters of candidates running for offices is increasing
popular. More candidates are responding to LWV questions.
Voting 101 A power point presentation was created and presented to High School students
and at Tyler Public Library to help understand the importance of voting.
Voters Registration Day LWV Tyler/Smith County team of Deputy Voter Registrars registered
voters in over 10 locations including libraries, retail stores, and college campuses.

Term

Directors
Katy Cline

2019-2021

Lee Hancock

2019-2021

Ashley Taylor

2019-2021

Mary Lu French

2019-2020 (complete unexpired term)

Nominated to the Nominating Committee (one year appointments)

Youth Grant Empowering Young Voters Project. “Voting 101” was presented to over 500
students at five area high schools through a grant from LWV Texas. Donations from Smith
County Election office (5 retired voting machines) and the partnership with Tyler Junior
College students made this event possible.

Sue Lander, Chair

2019-2020

Katie Owens

2019-2020

Toni Ferrell

2019-2020

Program Report
Program Forums: Three forums on Immigration, Freedom of Press, and Health Care (planned
for June 17th) were led by well-known and well-respected panel members. Each discussion was
lively and meaningful.

V. P. Program

Dee Brock

2018-2020

V. P. Organization

Vacant

2018-2020

Treasurer

Scherel Carver

2018-2020

Director

Rubye Kendrick

2018-2020

Great Decisions: Eight Great Decision discussions were held with over 500 attendees. This
was sponsored by the LWV, AAUW and Tyler Public Library.
Adopt 2019-2020 Local Program The 2018-2019 Program committee moved to retain
without change the local program position. Motion passed. (Page 16)
President Remarks
Marilyn Wills praised our partnerships and collaborations, grant writing, voter registration
and dissemination of election information, and membership efforts of the year. She thanked
board members and non-board members for their outstanding work

5/23/2020

Board Members Continuing

Nominations from Floor: None
Election of Officers and Director: Members approved Nominating Committees’ recommendations.
Recognition of Outgoing Board Members: Outgoing board members Yolanda Prince, Pat Stillwell and Brenda
McWilliams were recognized. Toni Ferrell was recognized as a Life Member and Scherel Carver for her continual
hard work.
Closing Announcements & Adjournment Marilyn Wills adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,
Patricia Stillwell, Secretary
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Proposed Budget 2020-2021

LWV-Tyler Smith County Budget Committee (Chair – Shiv Patel)
INCOME

20-21 Estimated
Amount

CONTRIBUTIONS –
CASH DONATIONS

Totals

$3,000.00

TEF

0.00

GIFTS

0.00

$3,000.00

Notes

EXPENSES

Roughly 60 members; contributions
estimated 40 @ $50, 10 @ $100, 10 no
donation

GRANTS AND SIMILAR
PAID OUT

Humanities Texas

0.00

DECLINED

LWVUS

500.00

Potential Grant from LWVUS

GOTV

500.00

Potential Grant from LWVUS
125.00

FUNDRAISING
PROJECTS
Love the League

0.00

TBD

Women’s Equality Day

0.00

Postponed

Great Decisions

125.00

Branded Merchandise

0.00

Funding Solicitations
Spring
Fall

0.00
0.00

See Contributions – Cash Donations

0.00

PROGRAMS
Programs Presentations

0.00
3,290.00

MEMBERSHIP AND
DUES
2,450.00

8 other @ $105 each

840.00

Student

0.00

FY 2019 – 7 donated

Lifetime

0.00

FY 2019 – 3

TOTAL ESTIMATED
INCOME

5/23/2020

FY 2019 - 43
FY 2019 - 8

$7,415.00

Notes

$1,000.00
0.00

LWVUS

500.00

Potential Grant from LWVUS

GOTV

500.00

Potential Grant from LWVUS

DECLINED

1,504.00

PAYMENTS TO
LWVUS
Per Member Payments
Primary
Other
Student
Life

1,376.00
128.00
0.00
0.00

Convention/ Workshops

0.00

42 @ $32 each
8 @ $16 each
“No PMP” for student members may be
discontinued in FY 2020

2,101.00

PAYMENTS TO LWVTX
Per Member Payments
Primary
Other
Student
Life

946.00
80.00
0.00
0.00

Service Plaques

400.00

Convention

0.00

Voter Guides
Fall
Spring

400.00
275.00

43 @ $22 each
8 @ $10 each
“No PMP for student members may be
discontinued in FY 2020

175.00

TYLER AREA COC

35 Primary @ $70 each

Totals

Humanities Texas

LWVTX is closing these accounts
1000.00

GRANTS

20-21 Estimated
Amount

RENT UTILITIES MAIN

0.00

PRINTING, PUB,
POSTAGE, & SHIPPING

759.60

Printing
Member Handbooks
WED
Fall Funding Solicitation
Spring Funding Solicitation
Envelopes for Pres

0.00
0.00
330.00
0.00
60.00

2020 Annual Meeting Workbook

Going Digital Format
Postponed
Community Relations
TBD
100 4-color envelopes at Minuteman Press $58.44
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Proposed Budget 2020-2021
continued from previous page
Expenses

20-21 Estimated
Amount

Totals

Notes

Postage
PO BOX 6731
Marketing Mail Permit
Fall Solicitation
Spring Solicitation
Return Mail
Misc Postage
Shipping

$80.00
240.00
29.60
0.00
0.00
20.00
0.00

Annual Meeting

0.00

Board Expenses

0.00

Assume 200 pieces and no inc in
postage = TBD
President’s Letters

Combines Board Supplies, Training,
and Tools
$0.00

COMMUNITY
RELATIONS
Financial Dev

0.00

NO PLAN

Love the League

0.00

TBD

WED

0.00

Postponed

TMA Display

0.00

Postponed

Funding Solicitations

0.00

See Printing

Texas College

250.00

Discovery Science Place

0.00

Census Coloring Contest

120.00

0.00

Voter Registration

0.00

5/23/2020

0.00

Notes

$1,376.00

Website IPS Fees

$150.00

Liability Insurance

446.00

The Voter Newsletter

0.00

Mailing The Voter (when
necessary)

10.00

Branded Merchandise

0.00

Checking Withdrawals

0.00

Banking Fees

0.00

Transfers to Savings

300.00

PayPal Fees

140.00

Card Charges Unspecified

0.00

Advertising

150.00

ZOOM

180.00

MISC CONTINGENCY

Digital Format
$3.70 was expense from FY 2019-2020

Membership Transactions 60 @ $2.33 ($139.80)
Facebook Ads

129.40
$7,415.00

Thank you billboard – Lamar

Surplus or Deficit
(Income – Expenses)

$0.00

Board Commitment to Tyler Public
Library

MOTION: The Budget Committee recommends and moves that the proposed budget for FY 2020-2021 be

See LWVTX Voter Guides

a. Declining the Humanities Texas Grant;

0.00

Voter Guides (Fall &
Spring)

Totals

TOTAL ESTIMATED
EXPENSES

370.00

PROGRAMS

ORGANIZATION

20-21 Estimated
Amount

ADMINISTRATIVE

PRINTING, ETC. CONT

VOTER SERVICES

EXPENSES

adopted as shown. This budget is contingent upon the League:

b. Postponing the Women’s Equality Day Celebration for one year;
c. Using a digital format for The Voter and the Annual Meeting Handbook; and
d. Postponing the display at the Tyler Museum of Art.

2020 Annual Meeting Workbook
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Treasurer’s Report

For the period March 30, 2020 to April 22, 2020

5/23/2020
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2019-2022 Leadership
2020-2021 Nominating Committee Report
Officers
Katy Cline

Marilyn Wills

Mitzi Rusk

Term

V.P. Program

Rubye Kendrick

2020-2022

V.P. Organization

Katie Owens

2020-2022

Treasurer

Katy Cline

2020-2022

Directors

Rubye Kendrick

Debbie Taylor

Mary Claire Rowe

Katie Owens

Dee Brock

2020-2021*

Vecky Elliot

2020-2021*

Jasmine Cobb

2020-2022

Donna Belt

2020-2022

*completing unexpired term

Nominated to the Nominating Committee (one year appointments)
Mary Lu French, Chair

2020-2021

Mark Owens

2020-2021

Marjorie Wallé

2020-2021

Submitted by the 2019-2020 Nominating Committee:
Sue Lander, Chair; Toni Ferrell; Rubye Kendrick; Katie Owens
Ashley Taylor

Dee Brock

Mary Lu French

5/23/2020

Vecky Elliot

Mark Owens

Donna Belt

Jasmine Cobb

Board Members Continuing
President

Marilyn Wills

2019-2021

VP Voter Service

Debbie Taylor

2019-2021

VP Community Relations

Mary Claire Rowe

2019-2021

Secretary

Mitzi Rusk

2019-2021

Director

Ashley Taylor

2019-2021

Marjorie Wallé

2020 Annual Meeting Workbook
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Community Relations Report
Mary Claire Rowe, VP Community Relations

Lifting as We Climb: Why We Vote
Lecture at TJC
On February 13, we collaborated with TJC,
Tyler Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. and Gamma Omicron
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. in the college lecture series to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Women’s
Right to Vote. The presenters were Dee
Pendelton, member of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority and Rubye Kendrick, member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and a member
of the Tyler-Smith County LWV Board of
Directors. They shed light on the pivotal
role African American women played in the
Women’s suffrage movement. There were
many heroines who bravely fought for the
rights of women, engaging in reform efforts

and political activism before and after
ratification of the 19th Amendment.
Frances Harper, Ida B. Wells, Mary Church
Terrell, and Anna Cooper as well as a few of
the Tyler/Smith County activists who
worked tirelessly to register voters and
facilitate transportation to the polls were
highlighted. The issue was two-fold for
African-American suffragists, however.
Ratification of the 19th Amendment did not
remove discriminatory practices and the
struggle for civil rights continued until the
passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965.
This brief historical accounting paved the
way for a smooth transition into the
discussion of why we should vote, which
sparked great participation and comments
from the audience. Our goal was achieved!

Permanent Exhibit at Discovery Science Place Children’s Museum
2020 started with a bang with an educational event in partnership with
Discovery Science Place Children’s Museum and the Smith County Elections
Commission - a new hands-on permanent exhibit about voting. The exhibit
allows children a fun opportunity to learn about civic involvement by voting for
one of four animals to be Mayor of Hometown inside the museum. County Judge
Nathaniel Moran, Tyler City Council members, and Smith County Elections
Administrator Karen Nelson attended the grand opening. A great opportunity
for your kids or grandkids to experience early civic engagement!

5/23/2020
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Community Relations
Continued from previous page

Women’s Equality Day Celebration August 2019
Lollapalooza!
How else can one describe our WED 2019 Celebration at Holly Tree Country Club?
Over one hundred and thirty eager members and guests filled the large spaces. The
diversity of attendees was a microcosm of our community at large. Twenty-two people
and organizations offered 46 items for the Silent Auction. Twenty-nine people won the
bidding and their generosity provided the League with over $1600.
We honored our three 50-year members: Toni Ferrell, Katheryn Hetherly, and Doris
Stanley. We also presented the Making Democracy Work Awards, an annual honor
given to community members and organizations who have provided leadership and
have actively engaged in hands-on work to register and civically engage voters in
Smith County. Two students from UT-Tyler, Lina Ortega and Belen Iniguez, were
recognized for taking such an active role in registering fellow students to vote. We also
recognized three local sororities: Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta Sigma Theta, and Zeta Phi
Beta, for the innovative ways they have educated their members and the community
about the importance of voting and required all members and prospective members to
register to vote.
This WED was fun, educational, and a great opportunity to celebrate that Texas
women were able to vote in 1919! Even though voting was allowed only for the
primaries, the right to vote was provided to Texas women before the rest of the states
ratified the 19th Amendment in 1920. Yea Texas!
We hope to have another wonderful event this year, though it may not happen on the
scale we had thought. Perhaps we can use our internet in a new and fun way. However
it does happen, we will always be grateful for the sacrifices of our foremothers, who
worked tirelessly to win our right to vote.
Thanks to Tyler Today and The Voter for providing photographs.

5/23/2020
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Community Relations Report
continued from previous page

Humanities Texas Grant and

A showing of the documentary “Not for

Associated Programs

Ourselves Alone,” by Ken Burns was to be

LWV-T/SC applied for and received a

part of the TJC Film Festival.

Humanities Texas Grant to cover

The Humanities Texas Exhibit “Citizens at

Texas College to Honor LWV Tyler/SC at Annual Legacy 2020 Fundraiser Event

celebratory events in 2020. Because of

Last” was to be displayed at four locations:

As the LWV Tyler/SC celebrates its 70th anniversary and women all over the U.S.

Coronavirus/COVID-19, it was apparent

Tyler and Lindale public libraries, TJC, and

that most events would be either delayed or

UT Tyler.

commemorate 100 years of the right to vote this year, Tyler’s Texas College will honor both
these important milestones during their 2020 Legacy Scholarship Fundraiser.
The annual event was to be held at Harvey Hall on Friday, March 13th beginning at 6 p.m.
with a reception. Because of COVID-19, it has been postponed indefinitely. When
rescheduled, the black-tie event will include dinner and entertainment.
The League is incredibly pleased to be honored by the 126-year-old Tyler institution. Over
the years, the League has partnered with the college, primarily in regard to student voter
registration. It is the intention of the League and the college to expand these efforts.

Website
Ashley Taylor took over management
of the website at the end of
2019. Ashley is making efforts to
update the website to be more user
friendly and provide a clean platform
for easy to find information. The
calendar of events has been updated
to a Google calendar, and the main
menu has been updated with drop
down menu options. This past year
the website has seen an average of
113 unique visits per day with a total
of 41,464 unique visits total. Watch
for further updates to lwvtyler.org.

Facebook
Katie Owens, VP of Organization, took
over management of Facebook at the
end of 2019. LWV-TSC is making a
concerted effort to be more active on
social media, and reach out to both
members and non-members through
the platform. We post information
about upcoming events, as well as
information about elections and other
events effecting our local community.
Please follow League of Women Voters
– Tyler/Smith County on Facebook!

cancelled so the funding was declined.
Events scheduled included:
A Spring Festival, in conjunction with Tyler

Women’s Equality Day 2020 - a special
celebratory event was planned at Willow
Brook County Club on August 22.

Junior College, planned for April. Members

It is hoped that similar events can be

were to be dressed as suffragists and would

rescheduled when appropriate.

register students to vote. The College would
provide music, entertainment and reenactments.
City of Tyler to Honor LWV Tyler/SC with Plaque on Tyler’s Half Mile of
History!
The City of Tyler will lay a plaque on Tyler’s Half Mile of History recognizing the
League as a preeminent non-partisan, grassroots, public interest organization
serving the Tyler/Smith County citizens for 70 years! The ceremony will also
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the
U. S. Constitution providing women with the right to vote and the 100th anniversary
of the national League of Women Voters.
The ceremony was to begin at 10 a.m. in front of Liberty Hall on March 26th but has
been postponed due to COVID-19. When appropriate and safe, it will be
rescheduled. Speakers will include Tyler Mayor Martin Heines and LWVTX
President Grace Chimene. In addition, family of founding members have been
invited to share local anecdotes of Smith County women regarding those early years
of women’s rights.
Watch for the new date and please join us as we celebrate 70 active years in the
Smith County Community!

5/23/2020
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Community Relations Report
continued from previous page

2019-2020 Contributors
Financial Contributions to

Donations of Auction Items

Auction Winners at WED

LWV - TSC:

to WED 2019:

2019:

Andie Rathbone

American Association of

Anne and Mike McCrady

Beverly Russell

University Women

Bruce Roberts

Blake Bailey

Dakota’s Steak House

David Hudson

Auction, as well as those who made purchases.

Buck and Robyn Files

Dennis and Marilyn Wills

Debbie Taylor

Conquest by Jolie Smith

Discovery Science Place

Debisu Yelverton

The Board understands and appreciates that for many of our citizens, donating now

Dobbs/Tittle

El Charro on the Ridge – Mike

Delicia Lewis

Katheryn Hetherly

Medley

Linda Allen

Karen Wilkerson

French Peas

Marilyn Wills

Lee Hancock

Fresh

Marjorie Walle

Madelyn Ross

Holly Tree Country Club – Randi

Maxine Caldwell

Marilyn and Dennis Wills

Mahomes

Nancy Ireland

Mary Claire Rowe

In the Wind

Natalie and Steve Curley

Mitzi Rusk

Jucy’s Hamburgers

Sandra Nauls-Mast

Nick Pesina

Kate Kombos – Rega of Paris

Sue Lander

Toni Ferrell

Kitchen Drawer – Donna

Suzanne Lynn

Halbert

Tasheen Raja

Kristi Roberts – Pink Door

Tracey Aquilar

Liberty Hall

Tracy and Janet Adams

Lou Ann Smoot

Veckey Elliot

Mary Claire Rowe

Yolanda Price

Fund Raising
The Board appreciates all the contributions that were made for our Women's
Equality Day 2019. This includes those of you who offered items for the Silent

may not be an option. We fully understand that and will seek additional financial
resources. But, during these unusual and critical times, if you are able to
contribute, donations paid directly by check or via Pay Pal on our website
(lwvtyler.org) will provide important financial assistance to achieve our
goals of safe and secure elections. We thank you in advance for your support!

Michelle Hodges – Salon Vintage
Noonday Vet Center – Dr. John
Morris
Patrick Mahomes (Kansas City
Chiefs)
Polly and Gerry Kuklewicz
Potpourri House – Sandy Tate
Scherel Carver
Tyler Civic Theatre
Villa Montez

5/23/2020
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Voter Services Report
Debbie Taylor, VP Voter Services

Like many organizations around the country, our league
has been impacted by the COVID-19 protocols. This
greatly affected our spring activities. Regardless of the
impact of this pandemic, voter service remains one of
the cornerstones of LWV activities.

“

The League will continue its efforts to register and
inform voters about candidates and issues. We hope to
find creative and innovative methods to achieve this.
We will be an active part of the new normal.

Voter Registration Campaigns

Naturalization Ceremony

Deputy Voter Registrar Training

For the “School is Cool” event that was held in August, we had three volunteers and several

The fall Naturalization Ceremony was
conducted in Texarkana this year. No
members of our group attended this
ceremony. Currently, there are no
spring/summer Naturalization
Ceremonies posted on the Eastern
District website
(http://www.txed.uscourts.gov/?q=natu
ralization).

Deputy Voter Registrars are appointed
for 2 years (expiration in December of
the second year). In January of 2019,
we had multiple LWV-TSC volunteers
trained/appointed at the Smith County
HUB on Ferguson Street. Statewide
online training is also available now,
and some people choose to get trained
this way. Training with the Smith
County Elections staff or through the
online venue is available year-round.

new Voter registrants/voter registration address change forms submitted by attendees of this
annual event. The venue was setup differently this year, creating a setting in which our
section only had one group of parents/children to pick up their backpacks. This limited our
visibility and ability to recruit new registrants, etc. The 2020 “School is Cool” event is
scheduled for August 6 from 4:30-7:00 at the Harvey Convention Center.
In late September 2019, we had a great turnout for the annual “National Voter Registration
Day.” Volunteers served in many different locations around our county, as well as neighboring
counties. Sites included the Glass Recreation Center, Lillie Russell Memorial Library in
Lindale, Mineola Memorial Library, Texas College, Troup Community Library, Tyler Public
Library, Tyler Junior College Library, and Whitehouse Community Library. We had at least
10 volunteers serving at these sites, with two volunteers serving at more than one site
throughout the day. We served a little more than 200 folks, with 162 Voter Registration
Forms being submitted (includes new voters and address changes). Both UT Tyler and TJC
had excellent turnouts.

5/23/2020
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Voter Services Report
continued from previous page
Voter Guides
500 Voter Guides for the March 2020 Primaries, were distributed to all area public libraries,
college libraries, the Glass Recreation Center, and to the Discovery Science Place to be shared
in the new ‘Election Center’ display. It was thought that the grocery stores would also be
great places for distribution, but managers said they had nowhere to stack them. It is
recommended that we focus on sharing the Vote411.org website for future electronic guide
distribution.
VOTE411
The League of Women Voters-Texas will launch the Vote411.org run off candidate information
on June 22, 2020 for the July 14, 2020 election. The State will post the answers provided by
the candidates for both Federal and State offices that did not win by a majority vote.
In Smith County, the offices that will be on the ballot will also include the 114th Judicial
District (Republican – Jarad Kent and Austin Reeve Jackson); and County Constable Precinct
4 (Republican – Curtis Wulf and Josh Joplin).

Candidate and Amendment Forums
In November 2019, the Texas State Constitutional Amendment election was
conducted. In lieu of a forum, two League members, Mark and Katie Owens,
participated in a televised discussion on KETK regarding the amendments prior
to the election.
Regarding the March 2020 Primary Elections, League member Katie Owens,
along with Smith County Elections Administrator Karen Nelson, participated in
a primary election discussion on KETK.
Local primary run-offs have been postponed until July 14. Once the candidate
information is released, we will consider scheduling a forum, either in person
(dependent upon the opening of public events and gatherings by the state and
federal government), or virtually.

5/23/2020
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Program Report
Dee Brock, VP Program

Four Basic Program Concepts
LWV provide opportunities to learn about an participate in government at all
levels. Our studies and actions are solidly based on four concepts: Program,
Consensus, Positions, Adovcacy. All of these terms have a special importance
and meaning in LWV.
Program – To LWV, Program is the heart of LWV. Program represents selected
public policy issues chosen for study by the membership at local, state, and
national levels, and includes the research about that issue undertaken by a
study committee and the membership.
Consensus – Once a study committee has distributed its findings about and its
questions about the selected program, the membership discussed the research
and comes to consensus on the answers to the questions. Consensus is not a vote,
but rather is a sense of the group that agrees with, agrees with recommended
changes, or does not agree with the questions posed.

The Program Committee held its first meeting of the year on June 19, 2019, at the home of Dee
Brock, Program Vice President. Other members include Scherel Carver, Andie Rathbone, Ashley
Taylor, and Andrea Wilson. Later in the year, Toni Ferrell and Jasmine Cobb were added to the
membership.
After much discussion, the Committee decided to sponsor four events in the 2019-2020 year, each
one featuring an important LWV current issue and each one organized by a member of the
Program Committee. Each program was to feature a lead speaker and include several others
who were also leaders in their fields. The event topics, the preferred months of the presentations,
and the chairman of each event follows below:
•

September - Redistricting/Census
Chair: Ashley Taylor. Stephanie Swanson from the LWV-Texas Board was one of the experts.
(Since Ashley was a new member, Dee Brock took over this assignment.)

•

January - Election Laws – Postponed
Chair: Andie Rathbone

•

April – Climate Change – Postponed
Chair: TBA

•

May – Mental Health – Postponed
Chairs: Toni Ferrell, Ashley Taylor and Jasmine Cobb

Positions – LWV positions are all based on the program research and member
consensus. LWV advocacy and action must be based on positions approved by the
membership.

In addition, the Committee discussed the following options:

Advocacy – Advocacy can take many forms – writing letters, personal meetings
with elected officials and others, forming coalitions, presenting public
educational meetings, publishing fact sheets, facts and issues booklets, and other
written work, making speeches, participating in public meetings. Though
advocacy takes many forms, it is always based on positions. LWV advocacy is
always nonpartisan in that it does not advance political parties or political
candidates. Rather, advocacy is always based on program research and
consensus of members on positions on public policy issues.

Community Center and would be an asset in our 2020 season. Thus, we will make this

5/23/2020

The possibility of securing the Humanities Texas display about Women’s Suffrage in Texas. We
think this display would work well at TJC, Tyler Public Library, and Texas College or Glass
recommendation to Community Relations Committee, though we are ready to help secure the
spots and to offer an opening program on the topic at the beginning of each venue’s display.
We talked about collaboration with other organizations and agreed we would support that effort.
Delta Sigma Theta has expressed an interest in such a partnership and we feel confident that we
can also find others. This outreach also belongs to Community Relations. Again, we are willing
to help.
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Great Decisions 2020
Great Decisions is an annual lecture series hosted by the League of Women Voters,
Tyler Public Library, and American Association of University Women. The topics are
provided by the Foreign Policy Association. Our Great Decisions 2020 series met in
Tyler Public Library's Taylor Auditorium from 12 noon to 1 p.m. every Wednesday
from January 15 through March 4. Speakers for our programs (with one exception)
were professors from UT Tyler, TJC, and LeTourneau University.
These very successful lectures boasted an average attendance of 69, despite the cold
and rainy weather we experienced. Our highest attendance was 86.
Delicious refreshments were available at no charge. Our donation jar collected a total
of $218.07. This money was donated to the Tyler Public Library.
Good media coverage was given to this series which brought positive publicity to the
three sponsoring organizations. Also, attendees were reminded each Wednesday by
both word and display poster of the three sponsors.
Both LWV and AAUW donated $100 each to offset the cost of the Great Decisions
books which were sold to the public for $25 each. The public library recorded each
program and posted the videos on their website. Those videos are still available for
those interested in viewing them. Much positive feedback was received by attendees
who are already looking forward to next year's series.

Program Report
continued from previous page
Future Programs for LWV-Tyler/Smith County
At this point, the stay-at-home directive has put future plans for live programs to
inform the public and local members on hold. However, we are considering other
approaches. For example, we might develop the same kind of programs and present
them via the Tyler Independent School District television channel or on one of the
several commercial channels. The audience would be encouraged to submit questions
via telephone or computers. The answers to these questions would be presented by
the same experts on a later date, perhaps via another broadcast or electronics.
Other new and unique communication approaches are also possible and under review.

Redistricting Event
On Thursday, September 26, 2019, The
League of Women Voters-Smith County
co-hosted a Redistricting Forum with
the UT Tyler Department of Political
Science and History. The event was
held at the University of Texas at
Tyler’s Alumni House. More than 70
students and members of the
community learned more about the
rules that the city of Tyler and state of
Texas will follow ahead of the 2021
Redistricting Process from a panel of
experts.
Mark Owens, Assistant Professor of
Political Science at UT Tyler,
moderated the panel, and was joined

5/23/2020

by Deborah Pullum, City Attorney for
Tyler, and Stephanie Swanson,
Redistricting Chair for the League of
Women Voters-Texas.
Ms. Pullum and Ms. Swanson spoke
about the importance of encouraging
people to respond to the 2020 Census
and what the new rules will be guiding
this decade's process of ensuring fair
representation for all residents. This
informative event was an extension of
the Redistricting Training Events that
the League of Women Voters-Texas
hosted around the state.
The event was publicized in the media
by KLTV and the Tyler Morning
Telegraph.
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Local Program Positions
The following positions have been approved by the League of Women Voters –
Tyler/Smith County Board, and received no objections from membership.
School Board Districts Method of Election

Public Library Services in Smith Co.
The League of Women Voters of Tyler supports free public library service for all Smith County
residents. The concept of a library should be as a community center offering a wide variety of
services.
Support of improved library services includes:
Governance
• Increased collaboration and cooperation among Smith County libraries with the long-range goal of
establishing a county-wide public library system

CONTINUE SUPPORT for the proposition that the Boards of Trustees of the Tyler
Independent School District and Tyler Junior College be fully representative of,
accountable to, and responsive to their constituents.

• Consideration of development of a library taxing district as a viable alternative for consolidation of

The League of Women Voters of Tyler supports continued election of the members of
the Tyler Independent School District Board of Trustees by single member districts.

• Smith County public library budgets comparable to the median level of national public library

The League of Women Voters of Tyler supports establishing single member districts for
election of the Tyler Junior College Board of Trustees on the basis of at least the
following: total population; racial/ethnic makeup; urban/rural populations distribution;
and socioeconomic factors. At this point, TJC continues to utilize the at-large system of
election.
RECOMMENDATION: Retain, without change. The position statement was modified
in 1996 to correct an omission and to correct a minor grammatical error. A clarifying
change was adopted in 1993, and a change to reflect current conditions was adopted in
1995. Participants in the program planning process felt that the Tyler League should
retain the position and oppose any attempt to alter the TISD single member election
method, as well as support further action to encourage adoption of the single member
district election method by TJC.
Human Resources
CONTINUE SUPPORT of an information and referral service that gathers and
disseminates information on all human services agencies.
RECOMMENDATION: Retain, without change. A clarifying change in wording was
made in 1995. The position is considered to remain valid and viable. A nongovernmental organization, the United Way of Tyler, maintains a modified
Information & Referral service.
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services throughout the county.
Funding
budgets to provide needed staff and equipment, expanded services, and enhanced materials
collections.
• Funding of Smith County’s public libraries by some combination of the following sources: funds
from Smith County government, city budgets, State and Federal funds, impact fees, private
donations and grants, supplemented by fundraising campaigns and events, with the Smith County
Commissioner’s Court (or government) providing at least a portion of the funds for library service
to all county residents.
• Securing fair and equitable funding from Smith County for library services for all citizens
currently not served by a library.
Planning for Services
• Encouraging public libraries to use a combination of community-based planning and needs
assessment, as well as state standards and national benchmarks, to determine services offered.
• Advocating for the following as basic free public library services to the citizens of Smith County:
• Free use of library materials, including books and magazines, large print and Spanish language
• In-house and telephone reference service and interlibrary loan
• Internet access and access to word processing software
• Children’s programs
• Outreach services to adults and special populations
• Videos or DVDs to check out.
RECOMMENDATION: Retain, without change.
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Organization Report
Katie Owens, VP Organization
Organization Updates
2020 has brought some changes to the League of Women Voters – Tyler/Smith
County. As we move into this new decade, the Board is working to update our
policies and procedures.
In particular, we have already seen changes in communications with members.
The website is getting an overhaul, and Facebook is being utilized more frequently
to promote events and other news in the community and statewide. The Voter will
be moving to an online format as well, with plans to send out quarterly.
We will be working on creating a strategic plan for what our organization will look
like in the future as well.
The Board welcomes any and all feedback from members as we work to improve
the ways we serve you and the Tyler-Smith County community at large.

Holiday Social 2019
Sue and Steve Lander once again opened their lovely
home for LWV’s Annual Holiday Social last December.
They have been graciously hosting this event for many
years. Many members and a few guests came. It was
such fun to see everyone and to have a relaxed time to
chat, enjoy good food and drinks, and exchange ideas.
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Board Training and Updates
At the June 2019 Board training, in addition to
planning the many celebrations which were to
occur in 2020, the new board determined the
following priorities:
Emphasis on providing non-partisan election
information to people in Smith County. This
includes expanded use of VOTE411.org and
our candidate forums.
Develop and strengthen community
collaborations. These partners have been and
will continue to be instrumental to our
outreach and our commemorations.
A higher reliance on technology through which
to engage the public – emphasis on livestreamed candidate and educational forums
and better utilization of Facebook and social
media to get our messages out.
During the course of the 2019/20 fiscal year, a
number of internal organizational adjustments
were required:
In September/ October the Financial Review
Committee completed the annual financial
review which, as it normally would, identified
improvements that the League should make to
bring our financial process into alignment with
national best practices.
In November, the League's valued and longtime Treasurer, Scherel Carver, resigned her
position after 20 + years of service. It was at
this time that the board updated the job
descriptions and procedures for both the
Treasurer's position and the Organization VP.

In January, an interim Treasurer was
appointed - Marjorie Wallé - and the board
approved additional updates to the financial
program. Katie Owens was appointed by the
board to fill the vacant position of
Organization VP and chaired a committee to
restructure the elements of that critical
position.
In February, our organization was faced with
addressing concerns related to a significant
fraudulent charge against a credit card
associated with the League. In April, the
fraudulent charge matter was successfully
resolved with the funds fully restored and the
credit card account cancelled.
COVID-19 compelled League leaders to
experience ZOOM meetings which led to a
decision to host the 2020 Annual Meeting via
ZOOM. This led to the need for inclusion of
electronic meetings into the bylaws. COVID-19
protection concerns additionally indicated a
need for revisions to the League's plans for the
fiscal year 2020-2021 including the events
schedule, fundraising, and budget.
During this period of adjustment, Board
members experienced a heightened sense of
responsibility for understanding the
importance of Board roles and responsibilities.
We move into 2020/2021 with a keener
appreciation for how Board positions interact
and are accountable to one another, to the
membership and to the community.
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Membership Report
Katy Cline and Jasmine Cobb

This year LWVTSC migrated to a new, much more user-friendly
membership database thanks to LWVUS. This new database makes it
much easier to send electronic reminders of dues renewals, update
member information and make sure we are maximizing our member
communication.
This year overall membership held steady at 60 official members on
January 31, 2020 the same official number as 2019. Our membership
type has shifted with more student members this year than last due to
our partnerships with TJC and Literacy Council of Tyler!

Get connected, get involved!
We love for our members to connect with one another in our quest to
Make Democracy Work. Please complete our member survey
(https://qtrial2018q2az1.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1AOgiayWNDA
TmqF) anytime or email lwv_join@lwvtyler.org with updated contact
information to ensure you’re getting all the league info all the time!

Thank you to all who joined and renewed this year! We cannot
A current membership list as of April 15, 2020 is included on the next page.
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wait to see you at our events in 2020 and 2021!
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Membership List
as of May 19, 2020
Barbara Bass

Mary Lu French

Martin Morales Alvaraz

Doris Stanley

Donna Belt

Betty Groepper

Julissa Nunez

Roy Stanley

Dee Brock

Katheryn Hetherly

Mark Owens

Stephen Sims

Kris Burton

Nancy Hoing

Katie Owens

Martha Tapley

Tal Carson

Mary Jackson

Shiv Patel

Debbie Taylor

Scherel Carver

Rubye Kendrick

Yolanda Prince

Ashley Taylor

Gina Case

Kate Kombos

Linda Resnick

Alex Vasquez

Tiffany Clanton

Norma Krueger

Kristi C. Roberts

Margie Victor

Katy Cline

Polly Kuklewicz

Bruce Roberts

Marjorie Walle

Chance Cline

Gerry Kuklewicz

Mary Claire Rowe

Dorothy Wideman

Jasmine Cobb

Sue Lander

Mitzi Rusk

Marilyn Wills

Nancy Crawford

Steve Lander

Beverly Sheveland

Dennis Wills

Jan DeLipsey

Luis Lozano

John Sims

Andrea Wilson

Vecky Elliot

Jeanelle Maland

LouAnne Smoot

Toni Ferrell

Brenda McWilliams

Lynn Snedecor
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The Winning Plan

The vote is the
emblem of your
equality, women of
America, the
guarantee of your
liberty.
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When Carrie Chapman Catt, a schoolteacher and newspaper editor, assumed the
leadership of the National Woman Suffrage Association in 1900, she piloted the
suffrage movement into its final phase. Her “Winning Plan,” unveiled in 1916,
called for a campaign to secure women’s suffrage in at least 36 states, enough to
ratify a federal amendment. Women able to vote in those states would then
pressure their elected representatives and senators to pass a Constitutional
amendment. Catt’s plan succeeded, and – capping 80 years of effort by hundreds
of thousands of American women – the 19th Amendment was ratified on August
26, 1920.
This year, the League of Women Voters celebrates 100 years of women’s suffrage
in the United States, thanks to women like Carrie Chapman Catt.
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League of Women Voters of Tyler/Smith County
PO Box 6271 Tyler TX 75711
www.lwvtyler.org

