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Winter 2014 Inside this issue: 
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January Member Policy Discussion to 
Focus on Boosting the Vote 
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The Tyler VOTER 

President’s Podium Mary Claire Rowe, President 
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What a busy 2013 our League experi-
enced, with a lot of good work being 
done by many! 2014 promises to be even 
more active with election primaries com-
ing up in the spring, and a big election in 
the fall. 

We are planning a Candidate Forum to 
learn about those citizens running for our 
county and state offices. There is going to 
be a large field of candidates, so it will be 
critical for us to inform ourselves and the 
electorate about these people and what 
positions they take on all the issues be-
fore us. It will not be an easy task, and 
your help will be critical in making this 
effort a success. Please call me to volun-
teer. 

 While the Sequester has been in place, 
there have been no Naturalization Cere-
monies. We are hopeful that the situta-
tion will be improved this year, and we 
can once again register new citizens to 
vote. 

Voter registration is more important now 
than ever, and we would love for all our 
members to become certified as a Citizen 
Volunteer Voter Registrar. With the new 
laws in place, that is really the only way 
we can help citizens register to vote. It 
only takes a few minutes to become a 
Registrar. Call Shirley Hightower and 
volunteer. 

Great Decisions, our joint effort with 
AAUW and the Tyler Library, begins 
January 15. These discussions and lec-
tures are lively and full of interesting in-
formation. Please set aside a couple of 
hours each week to join in the process. 

See page 7 of this newsletter for more 
information on time, topics, and speakers.  

I want to thank Scherel Carver for the 
many hours she gives to our League. 
Without her ongoing care and concern in 
all areas of the League, plus hours on the 
computer, we truly could not be the  suc-
cessful organization we are. If you have 
time and some computer skills and would 
like to help, please contact me or Scherel. 

With all these great opportunities to par-
ticipate, it will be a great year for our 
League. Hope to see you soon. 
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Nominating Committee Seeks Talent for LWV-TSC Board of Directors 2014-2015 
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The Tyler VOTER 

Kristi C. Roberts, President  
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Organization News—Linda R. Sharp, Organization VP 
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2014 Member Handbooks are now 
ready and will be available at the 

lunch meetings listed below and at 
monthly discussion meetings 

listed on page  1.�
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Annah Wright Appointed to LWV-TSC Board 
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The Tyler VOTER 

Community Appeal Our League fund-raising letter 
went out this week to 179 non-members in the commu-
nity. We are hopeful for a productive and generous re-
sponse. If you know of someone in our community who 
would help support our work, please email Mary Claire 
the name and address. We do need to expand our contri-
bution base. 

Event Planning The Fund Raising Committee is 
busy planning a fun event for next year. If any member 
would like to serve on this committee, please let me 
know. We would welcome your contribution of time and 
energy. 

Thanks to Our Members  Our request for funds 
from members brought $776 for LWV-TSC and $600 
for LWV-TEF. The members of the Board and I want to 
thank you all for your generous support. We could not 
function without your financial as well as personal help. 
And it’s never too late to give. 

Thanks to Scherel Carver for the hours of work 
producing the list, letters, and envelopes and to Mary 
Claire and Gilbert Rowe for prepping the mailing to 
carry out our League fund raising efforts.   
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Report From Fund Raising Committee 

        Community Relations News Yolanda Prince, Community Relations VP 
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Taxi Cab Company of Tyler Offers Voters Free Rides 

 
 

Check out the 
LWV-TSC web-

site for details on 
upcoming events, 

publications to 
download, and links to 

related websites, such as the 
Texas Secretary of State and the 
state and national LWV.  
You can request a speaker for 
your organization, subscribe to 
the League’s newsletter, make a 
donation, or join the League of 
Women Voters of Tyler/Smith 
County. 

League mem-
bers are invited 
to participate in 
the event  Re-
storing Unity in 
the Community—Hearing the Voices 
of Our Future. Guest speakers will 
discuss topics such as Gang Violence, 
Voter Suppression, Voter ID laws, and 
Stand Your Ground Laws.  

Unity is defined as the state of  becoming a unit. This will be a great op-
portunity for all organizations and persons to stand as a united front so that 
youth today can see their future in a positive light. 

Felonda Prince asks you to step up and join her and several other organiza-
tions to participate in this history-making event. Others invited to partici-
pate in this event to address these and other issues are community groups, 
law enforcement entities, school officials, and political groups.  

This event will be held at New Life Community Church on February 1, 
2014 at 10:00 AM-1:00 PM. Please save this date on your calendar. Each 
organization will have one representative participate in the lighting of the 
Unity Candle. Each organization is welcomed to wear organization ap-
parel, such as t-shirts, jackets, etc.  

Contact Person: Felonda Prince, (903) 253-7963 

Restoring Unity in the Community:  
Hearing the Voices of Our Future 
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Voters Service News Shirley Hightower, Voters Registration Coordinator 
Voter Registration Set for College Campuses 

Naturalization Ceremonies 
Temporarily on  Hold 
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Voter Registration at Community Event 
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The Tyler VOTER 

Ready to join other League members in organiz-
ing a campaign to call for more support 
for public libraries.? If you are inter-
ested in this advocacy project, you 
can make a real difference. 

You will get special training in 
successful advocacy strategies and 
methods.  
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Program News Dee Brock, Program VP  
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Program Planning Meeting and Tyler 
Board Suggest State Study 
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WHAT IS CONSENSUS? 
 

As members prepare to take consensus on the current-
national study and update of U. S. Agricultural Policy, it 
may be helpful to define what Consensus means in the 
League. 

Webster defines consensus as "agreement on matters of 
opinion." For the League of Women Voters, however, con-
sensus has a far broader meaning. In League parlance, it 
means agreement among a substantial number of a  repre-
sentative group of members (not just a simple majority) 
reached after sustained study and group discussion. Con-
sensus is a prerequisite to the League's taking any action on  
national, state, or local government issues. 

Consensus also determines what action, if any, is to be 
taken on the item under consideration. No action is taken 
where there is a lack of agreement, and although this may 
at times be a disappointment to some members, it is essen-
tial that when a League position is announced, it means 
that members not only are informed, but are in basic agree-
ment. 
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!���"	��������#��� �America’s foreign policy 
tools are not limited to sanctions, treaties or 
military campaigns—they also include the sales 
pitch. The logic behind this pitch, or “economic 
statecraft,” is simple: promote the benefits of 
democracy and the free market. In so doing, the 
U.S. will gain valuable and stable partners, both 
in business and in diplomacy. Now, as China 

and other emerging nations battle the U.S. for global influence, 
Secretary Kerry will take the reigns as a free market match-
maker.  

�	��	���$$�����	%��&�������'�������

(���������&����� �China has gone to great 
lengths to emphasize the “peaceful” nature of 
its meteoric rise. Yet few dispute that China 
is the dominant regional power in Asia—and 
in recent years Beijing began to flex its mus-
cles regionally in order to advance its strate-
gic interests. What does the rapid rise of this 
new superpower mean for other countries in 

the region, and are there potential points of conflict with the 
U.S. as it “pivots” to Asia? 

�	��	���$)�*��	���	��������� ���

#	����+�	��,	�� � Modern Israel’s struggles 
with the Palestinians have turned what was 
meant as a safe haven for Jews into the center 
of a decades-long conflict. The U.S. has 
stepped in as Israel’s ally due to the two 
countries’ shared values, providing years of 
unparalleled military and diplomatic support. 
But now those ties are being tested. The Arab 
Spring, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, failed peace 
talks, and Israel’s own decision to give Wash-

ington the cold shoulder have put new strains on the 65-year-old 
“special relationship.” 

&����	�����*��	����-�	.�������

"��	�����/����	�� �The aftermath of 
the Arab Spring has resulted in unforeseen 
changes in the political landscape in many 
countries, especially regarding the role of 
Islam and democracy. How have the coun-
tries in the Maghreb reacted, including 
Tunisia, where the Arab Spring began? Is 
U.S. foreign policy adapting successfully 
to all of the changes in the region? 
   

&����	����$�!�0�����������������

�����#������ 
�
�� �From 
robotic planes to cyber-
weapons to 3D printing 
and human enhancement, new “game-
changing” technologies are moving from 
science fiction to battlefield reality – all 
during an age of fiscal austerity. But in 
wrestling with the new, we can actually 
learn a great deal from the past. Our fore-

bears went through similar challenges with such once fanciful 
but now normal concepts as airplanes, submarines, and tanks. 
What are the “killer applications” of the 21st century battlefield, 
and in turn, what are the issues that the U.S. must navigate in 
adapting to them?�

&����	���$1�&����	�������	����
!���#������ ���.�� �Even as a sixth of the 
world’s population suffers from chronic hun-
ger, a changing climate threatens to wreak 
havoc on already insecure and vulnerable 
populations. As food and water become 
scarce and once fertile land becomes barren, 
the U.S. finds itself faced with new chal-
lenges in securing the globe. The U.S. is getting ready, but can 
it lead the way to climate reform? 
 
 

&����	����)�/������*���
���������
!����	����+������2�!��"	����� �	�� � Energy 

independence, by taking the 
bargaining chip of oil depend-
ence off the table, would be 
good for American foreign 
policy. But the very techno-
logical advances that make 
independence possible have 
created a dilemma for lawmak-

ers. In a government with fixed resources, should the U.S. en-
courage more traditional fuel production or invest in the young 
technology of renewable resources? 
 

"	���������.��%����	���������
!���"���	�� 	����� �Turkey: a nation at a 
crossroads, a bridge over an ever-growing 
chasm between the East and West. Turkey’s 
first Prime Minister Kemal Ataturk envisioned a 
modern, democratic nation-state built on the 
ashes of the Ottoman Empire with strong ties to 
Europe, not the Middle East. But as the clashes 
between secular and religious groups and the 
recent protests in Taksim Square show, the soul 
of Turkey is still very much up for grabs. 
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Want to talk more? Join the speaker for 
lunch for further discussion on the topic of the 
day. Just sign up the day of the session. 

The Great Decisions series, a project of the Foreign 
Policy Association, is sponsored locally by the 

League of Women Voters, AAUW Tyler, and Tyler 
Public Library. 

Briefing books are 
available at the 

Tyler library check
-out desk  for $20. 
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January 14, 11:30 am— No Agenda Lunch 
Silver Lining Antiques, Bergfeld Center 

 

Wednesdays, January 15—March 5, 12 noon 
Great Decisions Foreign Policy Series 
Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

 

January 22—Voter Registration—TJC  
 

January 27 
Boosting the Vote: Voting Laws & Procedures 

Genecov Room, 110 North Broadway 
 

February 1—Unity Event 
Voter Registration—New Life Church 

 

February 11, 6 pm 
Hot Topics at a Hot Spot—Topic TBA 

Cheng’s China Bistro—3300 Troup Highway 
 

February 14—Voter Registration—UT Tyler 
 

February 17, 7 pm—Candidate Frum TBA 
 

February 24, 7 pm—US Agriculture Policy 
March 24, 7 pm—Agriculture—Member Consensus 

Genecov Room, 110 North Broadway 
 

March 4—Primary Election 
 

March 5, 6 pm 
Hot Topics at a Hot Spot—Topic TBA 

Cheng’s China Bistro—3300 Troup Highway 
�

 

)	��
��-	

��	��
)	.�	��	��

�����
������	
��

����������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
�� ���
�
��������
�
���
��������
�
���
��������
�
���
��������
�
��� ���

�
�� ����������������������������������������� ���

���� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

����  !����! !����! !����! !����!� ���

����-��$
�����������'���� �# �
,��������� 6���,��4���� ���$
����
�������������� �����#�#��#������6
����.�	�#��-�'��,����������� �����

���#�������$�$���#��������#�$�����$��
�������������� �������������#��������6

�� .��

���<����
���������-���<����
���������-���<����
���������-���<����
���������-� ���

�

LWV-TSC Annual 
Meeting May 17 

Cheng’s China Bistro 

Save the Dates 
Forum for Local 

Candidates—Tyler City 
Council & TISD Trustees 

April 21 

LWV-Texas Convention 
April 25-27 

Local Elections 
May 10 

Transportation & 
Mobility in Smith County 

April 28 
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