Help to Make Democracy Work—Volunteer!

LWV-Tyler/Smith County

Member News
Summer 2017
President’s Podium

It’s a New Year—New Board, New Goals
President Marilyn Wills

LWV Members,

Decisions lectures. The
Board spent much of
Your 2017-2018
the May 20th planning
LWV TSC Board gathsession discussing how
ered on May 20th to
craft plans for the com- to improve methods to
1) engage non-Board
ing year and I believe
you will be energized to members, 2) encourage
new members to join
hear some of the ideas
presented! You will find and become active, and
a separate article which 3) define methods we
can employ to generate
previews some of the
proposed concepts and income. As you are all
aware, the League has
activities elsewhere in
this newsletter. Many of been plagued, along
with most other small
our successful undercommunity organizatakings will continue
tions, by trying to opsuch as county wide
erate with very miniVoter Registration and
participation in Federal mal resources. The
Naturalization Services proposed ideas will
help to more fully
as well as increased
“brand” our organizapromotion of Women’s
Equality Day and Great tion and ideally en-

LWV-Tyler/Smith to Join Juneteenth Parade
As the LWV board has been trying to create ways to get out and
reach all Tyler/Smith County area
communities, LWV will kick off the
2017-18 year by participating in the
Juneteenth parade and celebration.
In Tyler the celebration will take
place on Saturday, June 17, 2017
beginning at 9am.
This opportunity will not only be
an opportunity for us to attract new
members but shows the community
that we are HERE and a resource
that is meant for them.
For those unfamiliar
with what Juneteenth is.
Known as Juneteenth Independence Day, Freedom
Day, or Emancipation Day,
it is a holiday in the United States
that commemorates the announce-

courage community businesses and
partners to
support us in our efforts
to “Make Democracy
Work”.
I ask that you follow
our progress and make us
accountable to you for
these improvements. And,
even better, help us
reach our goals by joining in and working with
us! Contact me or any
other Board member to let
them know which projects
appeal to you! I look forward to a productive and
fun time ahead! Thank
you for your confidence.

Marilyn

Saturday
June 17
9:00 am

ment of the abolition of slavery in
the U.S. to the state of Texas in June
1865—and now it more generally
celebrates the emancipation of African-American slaves throughout the
entire Confederate South.
Celebrated on June 19, the term
is a portmanteau of June and nineteenth, and is recognized as a state
holiday or special day of observance
in most states.
What a great way for the League
to be involved and partake
in celebrating with the Tyler
Community. We plan on
riding in the parade with
the help of a vehicle from
new member Kala Morrow,
and we will toss to the crowd candy
and other items.

With the general election
season behind us, Leagues
nationwide still have a formidable job ahead—
registering voters, providing
balanced information, and
intensifying efforts to get out
the vote. You can be a part
of this long tradition of
working toward an informed
and involved electorate.
Here are a variety of ways:
Join the LWV-TSC
voter registration team
to target young voters or
work throughout the county
at retail areas and on campuses targeting the unregistered and non-voters.
Make GOTV your
motto by helping with our
Get Out the Vote campaigns
throughout the county.
Volunteer for Speakers Bureau so that LWVTSC can meet the demand
for voter and election information, including information on the Electoral College.
Join the Observer
Corps and volunteer to
monitor public meetings.
Distribute Voters
Guides in in your area and
around the entire county.
Ask how you can help
this fall with the forum on
amendments, as well as
next spring for the primary
and local elections Trustees.
You Can Make Democracy Work!
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The 2017-2018 LWV-TSC Board of Directors
Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marilyn Wills . . . . . . . . 2017-2019
Program VP . . . . . . . . . . . . Andie Rathbone . . . . .2017-2018
Voters Service VP . . . . . . . Mary Lu French. . . . . 2016-2018
Marilyn Wills

Andie Rathbone

Community Relations VP . . Marjorie Walle . . . . . . 2017-2019

Mary Lu French

Marjorie Walle

Organization VP . . . . . . . . . Karena Love . . . . . . 2016-2018
Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yolanda Prince . . . . 2017-2019

Karena Love

Scherel Carver

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scherel Carver . . .
2016-2018
Directors
Dee Brock . . . . . . . . . . . Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2016-2018

Yolanda Prince

Dee Brock

Brenda McWilliams. . .. . Observer Corps. . . . . . . . 2017-2019
Mary Vernau . . . . . . . . Library Services . . . . . . . . . 2017-2019
Elaine Wells . . . . . . . . . Voter Registration . . . . . . 2016-2018
Kristi Roberts, elected as a director, has resigned for family reasons.
Brenda McWilliams Mary Vernau

2017-2018 Nominating Committee
Three members of this year’s nominating committee were elected at the annual meeting.
Sue Barham chairs this year’s nominating process, joined by Karen
Wilkerson and Toni
Ferrell.
In August two additional
members will be apSue Barham
pointed from the current Toni Ferrell
LWV-TSC Board of Directors, in keeping with LWV bylaws.
To provide suggestions or to offer
your help in filling a future leadership
Karen Wilkerson role, contact Barham 561-6606 or
email soonersue@sbcglobal.net

LWV-TSC Board Sets New
Meeting Date, Time
Beginning Tuesday, June 20, the LWV-TSC
Board of Directors will meet the 3rd Tuesday
each month at 6:00 pm at the Lighthouse
for the Blind, 411 West Front. Members always are welcome to attend board meetings.

Elaine Wells

Kristi Roberts

Meet New Board Member Brenda McWilliams
New to the LWWV-TSC Board is
Brenda McWilliams. Retired after 38 years
in the counseling and education field,
Brenda currently enjoys traveling, hiking,
kayaking, reading, and the grandchildren.
Brenda blogs at
psheretic.wordpress.com and speaks on
topics relevant to relationships, communication skills, social justice, and spirituality. She serves
on the East Texas PFLAG Board and the Tyler Public
Library Board. As a member of the LWV-TSC Board
Brenda hopes to focus on Observer Corps activities,
monitoring local government entities and boards.
Brenda and Lou Anne have a combined six children
and seven grandchildren.

Northeast Texas Regional Leadership and
Board Training Set for July 8 in Arlington
LWV-TSC Board members will attend a regional training session at 1 pm July 8 in Arlington. The half-day
training will cover social media, communication strategies, membership development, fund-raising, the importance of the League's non-partisan stance, alternate
candidate forums, and Vote411, the digital voters
guide.

Board Retreat Sparks New Ideas
As the new LWV TSC Board gathered May 20th for the first time, tons of
thoughts and suggestions flew around
the room!
While there is much work still to
be done to firm up plans for those
concepts that received the most support, the following will be some of the
targeted areas for improvement:
• Increased invitations for the public

•

•

•
•

to connect to the League using "Sign
Up and Stay Connected" sheets at
League events, in order to include
regular follow-up with individuals
who express interest in our mission
Enhancement of the League's name
recognition via selected item
“branding,” such as T-shirt sales to
LWV members and the public promoting LWV TSC and “Make Democracy Work”
Design and printing of a local LWVTSC pamphlet to be distributed at
League events;
Website design enhancement; and
Use of Facebook for short public
education announcements.

New committees are being formed
and all members are encouraged to
join in and offer your ideas and expertise.
Some of these committees will involve
the following areas of concentration:
• Income generation, Branding, Fund-

raising
• Community Relations - to include

•

•

•

•
•

the Women’s Equality Day Award
Reception
Organization - plan New Member
Orientation publications and sessions
Voters Service - plan and host a
New Citizen's Class (with Community Relations)
Voters Service – plan a civic education program for high school students
Website — to refresh and maintain
our website
Facebook—maintain the facebook
page

Please join us and offer your
thoughts
and suggestions. Invitations
• Outreach to the Smith County busiwill
go
out
to the entire membership
ness community and League advoand
we
urge
your participation.
cacy at the Tyler Chamber of Commerce.
• Increased opportunities for mem-

bers and the public to learn about
and discuss current issues through
Quarterly Meetings to be open to the
public.

You can be a part of this
long tradition of working
toward an informed and
involved electorate.

High School Student Civic Education Project in Planning Stage


Support for our citizen
education projects,
information for voters,
and advocacy in the
public interest all
depend upon local
donations for their
success.
Member dues are not
sufficient to support
these efforts.


Annual Fund
Raising Appeal
Sent in July
The annual LWVTyler/Smith County fund
raising efforts begins in
July with a solicitation to
members and previous
donors. Last year members raised almost $2000.
This year our account
in the LWV-Texas Education Fund is dangerously
depleted and money is
needed to fund items like
the Voters Guide to the
General Election.
Donations to the
LWV-Texas Education
Fund (LWV-TEF) are fully
tax deductible. Please
consider the committed
League member’s extra
mile.

A gift to the
League is a gift
It also may cover how to watch a
to our commudebate, reading a Voters Guide,
nity.
and tips on what to know and

The LWV-TSC Board has committed to the planning and implementation of a project targeting
high school students,
remember on election day.
tentatively to emphaCoordinators hope to form a
size the electoral procsteering committee this
ess, campaign finance
summer and are looking
rules, legislative profor volunteers to help with
cedures, and the importance of votthe project. Contact Voters Service
ing and being involved in government VP Mary Lu French:
mlufrench2009@gmail.com
at all levels—among other things.

Member News

Please don’t
delay. Respond
to the everymember
canvass today.
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Organization News, Karena Love, Organization VP
Bylaws Changes Made to Enhance
Types of Membership
In order to conform to the national and state bylaws, changes were adopted by the LWV-TSC
Board in May. The changes made to Article III
Membership, Section 2 Types of Members, Part a,
will lower the age eligibility to 16 and now include residents as well as citizens. Revised bylaws read as follows:

Two LWV-Tyler Members to
Relocate This Summer
Two longtime members and board
members are relocating this summer.

Karena Love
Elaine Wells, currently a Director of
LWV-TSC, is moving to California to
be near family. Elaine served on the
board as director 2006-2008, again
in 2015-16, and 2016-2018. Elaine
has been most active in Voters Service and Citizen Information activities. She is a past president of
AAUW-Tyler and served on the state board of AAUWTexas and as a regional coordinator. She retired as
librarian at UTHC Tyler.

Article III Membership
Section 2 Types of Membership
a. Voting Members: Persons at least 16 years of age
who join the LWV-TX shall be voting members of
the local and state Leagues of their place of joining and of the LWVUS;
1. those who live within an area of a local
League may join that League or any other
local League;
2. those who reside outside the area of any local
League may join a local League or shall be a
state member at large;
3. those who have been members at large of the
League for 50 years or more shall be life
members excused from the payment of dues.
The revised Member Handbook distributed in
News
the fall will include these revisions.

Betty Tirey will move in July to Sugar
Land, in the Houston area, to be near
her daughter Jody. Betty served as Director 2006-2008, and coordinated the
Great Decisions foreign policy discussions for six years. She retired from

from Past Board Member

Vecky Eliot is a 2017 graduate of Emerge
California, an organization to develop
To Join the League or Renew Your Membership women leaders for a democratic future.
Elliott now is a political consultant, comThe League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to
munity organizer, and a social and envisafeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV,
ronmental justice activist in Tracy, CA.
where leaders are actively engaged in effecting change at the
local, state, and national levels.
She taught at Tyler Junior College and at
the University of Texas at Tyler, where she
P.O. Box 6271
Send check to:
co-founded the Model United Nations program. Eliott was
Tyler, TX 75711
LWV-TSC Director coordinating the Observer Corps from
$70
Individual
2008-2010 and helped coordinate the League’s 2007 Patriot
$105
Two in same Household
Day recognition at UT Tyler. Elliott currently serves as the
president
of the Democratic Party of Greater Tracy. She is
$25
Student
also a member of the San Joaquin County Democratic Central Committee, chairing the Political Action Committee and
It’s easy to join or renew online using credit card, a delegate to the CA Democratic State Central
go to http://lwvtyler.org/to-join-the-league Committee.
Member Dues Reminder

The following members
due this summer or fall
May
Sunshine Knowles
June
Barbara Bass
David & Akemi
Henderson
July
Dee Brock
Member News

Brenda McWilliams
Linda Resnick
Lou Anne Smoot
August
Gerry & Polly
Kuklewicz
Yolanda Prince
Carol Reynolds
John Sims
Bruce & Kristi Roberts

Thanks for a prompt response-PO Box 6271, Tyler 75711
Samantha Jewel
September
Shirley Falzone
October
Melissa DeCarlo
Betty Groepper
Chester Vaughn
November
Diana McBurnett
Madeleine Ross

December
Kate Kombos
Mary Vernau
OVERDUE
Samantha Jewell
Kara Kamp
Daye Collins
Jessica Ogden
Joseph & Louise
Ornelas

Kristi &
Bruce Roberts
John & Anna Wright
Inactivated
Janice Caldwell
Delilah Gonzales
Mary Elizabeth
Jackson
Rubye Kendrick
Barbara Smith
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Texas Legislature to Meet in
Special Session Starting July 18
During this special summer session of the 85th
Texas Legislature, LWV-Texas will be at work on the following issues. Members need to stay aware and respond
to calls to action. Many of these were bills that died in
regular session because they were bad bills and lacked
the support to pass.
Voting Rights and Election Laws
Voter fraud by mail. We will monitor carefully to ensure
no voter suppression items are brought back to life.
Public Education
The dreaded voucher bill which robs money from local
public schools and to fund private and religious schools,
and homeschoolers with no accountability!
Limiting property taxes that pay for schools and local services and overhauling the property appraisal and tax
rate process. This directly affects fast growth communities’ ability to raise taxes to provide needed public services.
Women’s Health and Reproductive Rights
• Prohibit local governments from using taxpayer money
to fund Planned Parenthood or any abortion provider.
• Ban abortion insurance coverage in private and government plans - all aspects of Women’s Health should be
covered.
• Require unnecessarily strict reporting of complications
from abortions—unnecessary!
• Create a task force to study Texas extremely high maternal mortality rate. Great idea! Possibly a good zombie bill!
Equal Opportunity
Fight limiting transgender bathroom use.
Land Use Watch closely:
• Reducing local control of tree removal rises from the
dead! Trees ordinances should stay local. The state will
not protect the trees in your community rather they will
protect developer’s rights to remove them.
• Reducing local governments control of construction projects in your community.
• Speeding up local government permitting processes.
Transportation
Pre-empt all local ordinances that limit the use of mobile
devices in vehicles. That would include limiting local bans
on talking and driving.

Member News

Program VP
Andie Rathbone

Winners and Losers in the
Regular Session
For a link to the Texas Tribune’s assessment of the Legislative winners
and losers, use this link:
https://
www.texastribune.org/2017/05/31/
winners-and-losers-85th-session-texaslegislature/

Observer Corps
Volunteers Needed
The Observer Corps members attend governmental meetings, note what happens at the
meetings, and report back to the League, and
hopefully the community. It is intended that the
Observer Corp will benefit the community by:
• Engaging and empowering individuals to

act as eyes and ears at public meetings
• Connecting observers with elected officials
• Promoting open, transparent, and account-

able government
By attending meetings of local government
bodies/agencies, observers learn more about
what their government is doing. They learn
about issues facing their communities and are
empowered to take action, if warranted. They
also learn how issues are being addressed. They
keep elected and appointed officials on notice
that someone is watching what decisions are
being made, and that they are made in a manner conducive to good government.
With the League’s jurisdiction including the
entire county, the responsibility for the Observer Corps increases to include six cities and
school boards.
Observers are needed for city councils and/or
school boards in:
•Bullard Chapel Hill Lindale
•Noonday Tyler Whitehouse
If you are interested, contact Brenda
McWilliams at bmc1105@gmail.com or
903-533-9335.
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Calendar of LWV Activities for 2017-2018

LWV-TSC Board Meetings
Lighthouse for the Blind,
411 W. Front, at 6 pm

June
Annual Juneteenth Parade

17

June 20

July
Regional Training

8

3 3 pm
26 5:30pm

July 18

Arlington

Member Fund Raising Appeal

August 15

August

September 19

School is Cool Event
Women’s Equality Day

October 17

Harvey Convention Center

November 21

Tyler Public Library

December 19

September
26 — —

National Voter Registration Day

January 16

Locations TBA next issue

February 20

October
TBA 7 pm

Forum on Amendments

March 20

Tyler Public Library

November
TBA

Program Planning *

April 17
Tyler Chamber of Commerce

May 15

December
8 7 pm

LWV Holiday Party

810 Ashford Court –Landers

Members Always
Welcome

January 2018
Date /Time
TBA

Certification of LWV Deputy Volunteer Voter Registrars

10 — Feb 28

Great Decisions -Topics TBA

noon

Voter Registrar Office
Annex, 302 East Ferguson

Noon

19 7 pm

Wednesdays, Jan. 10 – Feb. 28

Great Decisions -Topics TBA

Tyler Public Library

Primary Candidate Forum

Tyler Public Library

March
6

27— 29

Forum for Local Candidates
LWV-TX Convention

Tyler Public Library
Kerville, Texas

May
TBA 11 am

LWV-TSC Annual Meeting

Place TBA

* Tentative

A full LWV-TSC calendar of activities will be sent to
members after its adoption at the June 20 meeting
of the Board of Directors.

Member News

Last Day to
Register to Vote

October 23 November 3

Early Voting on
Amendments

November 7

Amendments
election

December 11

Primary
Candidate
Filing Deadline

Last Day to
Register Vote
in Primary

February 5

Feb 20-Mar 2

Early Voting

March 6

Primary
Election

March 12*

Local
Candidates
Filing Deadline

May 5*

Local Elections

Primary Election
April

TBA 7 pm

October 10

Tyler Public Library

February
Weds

2017-18 Election Dates

* Pending
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Voters Service News, Mary Lu French, Voters Service VP

Help to Make Democracy Work! Volunteer for LWV
The job of voter registration never ends!
Similar to last year’s registration activities, we begin this
fall with the “School is Cool” on Aug 3 at the Harvey
Convention Center. This is a three hour event, and we
anticipate registering more people this year. In addition,
The League
we hope to have some of our new “branding” material
Wants You!
available for all who are interested in the league either
by signing up to stay connected or by joining us.

Internet Voters Guide
Budgeted for 2017-18

We still have this Internet Voters
Guide VOTE411.org on our radar
for the upcoming elections, pending receipt of the required $300
funding for the project. More inforEarly in the school year we have an opportunity to be a UT Tyler mation will be coming regarding
to participate in their September 17 Constitution Day event. More
the opportunity to use this inforinformation will be posted as the date gets closer. We also will return mative tool again!
to TJC for their student involvements once their calendar has been
completed.
Mark your calendar now for National Voters Day, which is Sept.
27th. We will be available at several locations in Tyler and surrounding locations to register new voters and assist them with their current voter registrations if needed. More information will follow later
on this year, watch for it in your email.

On June
7th, the
League of
Women
Tyler/
Smith will
be represented
again during the
NaturaliJudge Nicole Mitchell greets a zation
new citizen
Ceremony
to be held
in the court of the Hon. Nicole
Mitchell. Past president Andie
Rathbone spoke to the new citizens about the responsibility of
citizens to be informed and to
vote, as well as become involved in
government.
Uncle Sam Gerry Kuklewicz
was there along with Rathbone,
Scherel Carver, Kala Morrow,
Member News

Marjorie Walle, and Voters
Service VP Mary Lu French.
Following the ceremony,
deputy voter registrars registered some 24 new citizens
as their first action on becoming a citizen. Many
posed for photos with our
Uncle Sam to commemorate this
special occasion
in their lives.
Each received a
sticker proclaiming “I Vote!”
If you wish to be part of
this event in the future,
watch your emails for the
announcement of upcoming
ceremonies.

Photo: M Walle

Photo: M Walle

New Citizens Registered to Vote

SAR Minuteman Brandon Lee, vocalist Debra Hammond, and LWV’s
Uncle Sam Gerry Kuklewicz.
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A Look Ahead to Fall 2017

School is Cool Back-to-School Celebration
LWV-TSC begins this year with the “School is Cool” on Aug
3 at the Harvey Convention Center. The free event for prekindergarten through 12th grade students and parents
will be from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Harvey Convention
Center and Tyler Rose Garden Center. This is a three
hour event, and we anticipate registering more people this
year. In addition, we hope to have some of our new
“branding” material available for all who are interested in
the League either by signing up to stay connected or by
joining us.
Mark your calendar now and volunteer to help with set-up
and decoration, voter registration, and distribution of citi-

Forum to Feature
Proposed Texas
Amendments

October 16
7:00 pm
Tyler Public
Library

Early voting for the next
amendment election begins October 23
and runs through November 3. LWVTSC has planned a forum to discuss the
pros and cons of each proposition to voters
on Monday, October 16 at the Tyler Public Library.
To cast an informed vote, mark your calendar for October 16 to participate in this forum
aimed at educating voters.
Mark Your Calendar and Tell Your Friends

Women’s Equality Day
Celebration Saturday,
August 26

LWV-TSC Members at work at the 2016 School is Cool Event

Voters Guide to
Proposed Amendments
Available in October
The LWV-Texas Voters Guide is
nonpartisan and unbiased and lists
pro and con arguments about the
seven proposed amendment to be
on the November ballot. A project
of the League of Women Voters of
Texas Education Fund, the Voters
Guide will be available online this fall prior to early voting. Although a budgeted item, availability of distributed
copies is dependent on receipt of funding. If funding received, it will be distributed by LWV-Tyler/Smith County.
The Tyler newspaper has published the LWV-TEF
Voters Guide in the past, and the board plans to ask them
to do so again in 2017.
When it is available, you can find it online at lwvtyler.org and lwvtexas.org.
Member News

Mark your calendar for the
League’s annual celebration of Women’s
Equality Day. The event is set for Saturday, August 26 in the Tyler Public Library
auditorium, 1:30—4:00 pm.
The League will present the 2017 “Making
Democracy Work Award” to the honorable Carole W. Clarke, Presiding Judge of
the 321st District Court, specializing in family court.

League of Women Voters of
Tyler/Smith County
PO Box 6271, Tyler Texas 75711
903-597-9111 info@lwvtyler.org
Mission of the League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy
in the public interest.
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