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Women’s Equality Day Event to Honor Three Organizations,
Two Individuals for Making Democracy Work
Texas women were ahead of
most of the women in
our country. They
won the right to vote
a year before the
19th Amendment was
ratified. On Friday
August 23 we will
celebrate that right
and honor the sacrifices of the many
women who worked
for 70 years to accomplish that goal. They
wrote letters, engaged in
conversations, lectured,
marched, and endured
harassment, beatings, jailing, forcefeeding, and some died. They persevered.
This event celebrates this hardwon victory with good food, a cash
bar, a silent auction, special
awards, and great speakers.
Registering people to vote continues to be one of the League’s
major commitments. At this event

tive Editor of The Tyler Loop, a nonprofit journalism startup that explores policy, history, and demographics in Tyler, Texas. She is an
award-winning journalist who has
reported for NPR, The New Yorker,
The Atlantic, Mother Jones, and
other national outlets.
A former senior editor at NPR,
she launched a popular podcastissues of identity and race with NPR’s
Code Switch team. At Mother Jones,
she specialized in data visualization
and led a team that built the firstever database of mass shootings in
America. She earned her master’s
degree from the University of Cali-

6:30 pm

the “Making Democracy Work”
During Holly Tree Country Club
6700 Holly Tree Drive
Award will be given to two UT Tyler dinner,
Tickets for $15 online
students—Lina Ortega and Belen a montage
at lwvtyler.org
Iniguez—who are outstanding in of phoOr checks payable to
LWV-TEF
their work in registering and
tos shown
involving voters both on campus
and in the community. It also goes
to three organizations, honored
for their work in registering voters—Alpha Kappa Alpha, Zeta Phi
Beta, Delta Sigma Theta. The
graduate active and the undergraduate chapters will be recognized for their efforts. We appreciate all they have accomplished for
their community.
The event also will recognize
League members Doris Stanley,
Katheryn Hetherly, and Toni
Ferrell, who have been active for
more than 50 years, working to
raise awareness of the importance
of honoring that right.
Keynote speaker will be journalist Tasneem Raja, publisher of
an online journal: The Tyler Loop.
(Read her story below).

Journalist Tasneem Raja Speaker for
Women’s Equality Day
Tasneem Raja is the Execu-

Friday

August 23

fornia at
Berkeley’s
Graduate
School of
Journalism,
where she
created an
independent thesis in digital and
multimedia journalism.
Tasneem is a pioneer in the
field of data-driven digital storytelling, a frequent speaker on issues
of digital journalism, and a die-hard
fan of alt weeklies, where she got
her start as a local reporter. She
lives in Tyler with her husband, her
stepson, and two haughty terriers.
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on a
screen will serialize the long struggle for suffrage.
Many LWV members will honor
their foremothers in League by
wearing period costumes with
Equality Sashes.
A unique Silent Auction will
provide bidding challenges for one
and all. This will be an opportunity
to help the League in our work.

Make reservations by August 14.
Tickets are available by debit or
credit card online at
lwvtyler.org/2019-women-s-equality-day

or by check payable to LWV-TEF,
mailed to PO Box 6271, Tyler,
Texas 75711.
Your reservation is tax-deductible.
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Community Relations,
Community
MarjorieRelations
Wallé, CR News—
VP
Mary Claire Rowe VP

July Annual Fund Solicitation Kicks Off 2019-2020 Year
It's JULY ANNUAL FUND Time!
Watch your mail for the League of Women Voters annual fund campaign solicitation. This is an important annual request that supports the on-line voters’ guide
VOTE411, the purchase of the Voter's Guide to elections—this November to pros and cons for ten
proposed Texas Constitutional amendments—and other essential information provided to voters.
Your donations can make powerful, beneficial, community differences! Don’t delay. Use the selfaddressed envelope mailed to you to respond with a check, or donate online at
http://www.lwvtyler.org/support-the-league-s-work

What Community Projects
Does Your Donation to the
League Support?
• The League registers voters and
conducts Get-Out-the-Vote
campaigns throughout the
county and on area campuses
before all elections.
• With AAUW-Tyler and the Tyler
Public Library we annually cosponsor the Great Decisions
foreign policy discussion series
in the spring.
• We provide Voters Guides and
online VOTE411 information on
all statewide elections.
• Check out our website lwvtyler.org to see more about the
exciting activities planned.
• The League’s Youth Voter Initiative reaches more than 500 high
school students who register to
vote, have hands-on experience
with voting machines, and learn
about the responsibility of voting.
• In summer 2019 a similar project is planned for younger ages
at the Discovery Science Place.
• A series of public policy programs brings information on
current topics such as health
care, immigration, freedom of
the press, redistricting, natural
resources, and voting rights.

You Can Be a Sponsor
of the
100 Years of the Vote for Texas Women

Equality Day Event
This 100-Year event is a good
opportunity to show support
for the 70-year struggle to attain woman’s suffrage and to
help Make Democracy Work today in Smith County.
Underwriters and Sponsors for this
Event are to be recognized on the
event program and posters, by
acknowledgements on the League website lwvtyler.org and Facebook, and recognition during the event. Sponsors will
receive complementary event tickets,
based on donation level.
Become a Sponsor of the
2019 Women’s Equality Day
Friend of Democracy …………………..…$100
Appreciate Democracy…………………...$250
Honor Democracy ……………………..…..$500
Prizing Democracy ……………………..…$1000
Improving Democracy ………………....$1000+
Please make checks payable to LWV-Tyler
or tax-deductible checks payable to LWVTexas Education Fund.
Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711
To Sponsor using debit or credit card, go
to
http://lwvtyler.org/2019-women-sequality-day-event
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Suffragists Photo Montage at
Equality Event
A slide presentation of a montage of
photographs and documents relating to
the 70-year struggle for woman’s suffrage in the United States will be shown
at the August 23 Equality Event. The
stunning images are provided by permission from the archives of Mount Holyoke
College. The slide show was prepared by
LWV Tyler member Marjorie Wallé.

Silent Auction Fund Raiser
Planned for Equality Event
MEMBERS: Please volunteer to help solicit or contribute interesting and unusual items for our WED silent auction.
Items such as decorative vases, pottery
and artwork, books, pre-paid trips, meal
gift cards, concert tickets, gift cards,
memorabilia, etc. Email Mary Claire
Rowe to contribute.
If you have something wonderful for
the silent auction fund raiser, contact
Mary Claire Rowe
Lwv_community@lwvtyler.org.
We can pick it up before the evening
and have it on display for bids.
This can be your opportunity to support the League’s vital work informing
and involving voters.
For more information, contact CR VP
Mary Claire Rowe
Lwv_community@lwvtyler.org
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President’s Podium:
Greetings Leaguers,
Your new Board has already had
a lively start on the new fiscal year!
We met for several hours June 1st
and strategized about wonderful
educational, voter registration, and
just plain fun events to occur over
the next year! Some will involve forums on Redistricting and the Impact
of the Census; Behavioral Health in
East Texas, Election Laws, and Climate Change. We will have the
Great Decisions Lecture Series beginning in January.
Voter registration dates are already piling up and we will continue
to work with TJC and UT on Youth
Voter Education. We will have exhibits at the Library and other locations

describing the journey to get the
vote taken by the women across the
country and in East Texas. And, this
is just a partial list! Watch for opportunities and dates so you can become involved in these motivating
and consequential activities. We will
need plenty of people to join us as
we accomplish this huge agenda.
Coming very soon will be our
annual Women’s Equality Day celebration. You can see details in the
report from Community Relations VP
Mary Claire Rowe elsewhere in this
newsletter. Find out how you can be
involved in this fun event. We plan
to honor some individuals and
groups who have creatively made a
significant impact on registration of

college students and
other voters. Our
celebration will be
August 23rd at Holly
Tree Country Club
and we plan for it to
be very reasonably priced due to
gracious underwriting from generous supporters.
Looking further ahead, we are
planning several exceptional events
to recognize and honor the women
and men who helped women get the
vote in 1920. Stay tuned for more
information but please join in and
help us to celebrate, educate, and
motivate!!
Marilyn Wills
Coming Events: Please Join Us

2019—2020 LWV-Tyler/Smith County Board of Directors
Officers

Directors

Marilyn Wills
President
Dee Brock
Program Vice Presiden t
Mary Claire Rowe
Community Relations Vice President
Debbie Taylor
Voters Service Vice President
Mitzi Rusk
Secretary
Scherel Carver
Treasurer

Katy Cline
Financial & Organization Assistant
Mary Lu French
VOTE411
Rubye Kendrick
Voter Registration
Jasmine Cobb
Membership
Lee Hancock
Community Relations &
Voter Research
Ashley Taylor
Historian/Public Library Services

Board Members to Attend Regional Training Focus on Census
LWV Leaders will attend a regional workshop Saturday, August 10 in Plano, focusing on
community action on the 2020 Census. LWVTX

August 10

Thurs, August 1—4:30-7 pm
School is Cool—
Voter Registration
Harvey Convention Center
Thursday, August 15, 7-8 pm
Govr. Greg Abbott Town Hall
Cowan Center
Friday August 23, 6:30 pm
Women’s Equality Day
Event
Making Democracy
Work Awards Honor
Organizations &
Individuals
$15/person
Holly Tree Country Club
5700 Holly Tree Drive

Save the Dates:

Tuesday, September 24
National
Voter Registration Day
10:30am—2:30 pm
County-Wide
Plano
Issue Chair Stephanie Swanson will be the keynote
Thursday, September 26
speaker discussing LWV Census and Redistricting strategies.
2020 US Census & Redistricting
If you have an interest in the Census and Redistricting, please call
Time & Place TBA
or email LWV President Marilyn Wills
Thursday, October 14
lwv_president@lwvtyler.org or 903-630-1033.
Pros & Cons on the Proposed
New Address for past board
Constitutional Amendments
member Carole Reynolds
Carol Reynolds
Time & Place TBA
Carole says she now resides at
603 Wood St Apt 158
MEMBERS: Members always are welcome to attend meetings of the LWV
Oak Wood Place in Athens and
Athens TX 75751-4621
Board of Directors. In 2019-20 meetings
that she would enjoy an email or
cbr5342@gmail.com
are the 4th Mondays at 6 pm, Discovery
card from her Tyler LWV friends.
254-718-6414 (c)
Science Place Annex, North Broadway
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LWV-Tyler
Diversity
Policy
The League of
Women Voters of
Tyler/Smith
County, in both its
values and
practices, affirms
its belief and
commitment to
diversity and
pluralism, which
means that there
shall be no barriers
to participation in
any activity of the
LWV-Tyler on the
basis of gender,
race, creed, age,
sexual orientation,
national origin, or
disability.
The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County
recognizes that
diverse
perspectives are
important and
necessary for
responsible and
representative
decision making.
LWV-Tyler/Smith
Countysubscribes
to the belief that
diversity and
pluralism are
fundamental to the
values it upholds
and that this
inclusiveness
enhances the
organization's
ability to respond
more effectively to
changing
conditions and
needs.
LWV-Tyler/Smith
County affirms its
commitment to
reflecting the
diversity of
Americans in its
board and
programs.

Voters Service News—Debbie Taylor, Voters Service VP
The 6th Annual #School is Cool citywide back to school
event will be Thursday, August 1, from 4:30 to 7:00PM.
Our League will host a voter registration/information
booth at this year’s event. Because this event brings in
thousands of attendees, we have an opportunity to
make a significant impact on voter registration.
We need volunteers to man our booth, including volunteer deputy registrars. You may help one or more hours
as your schedule allows.
To participate in Voter Registration at this year’s School is Cool event,
please contact Debbie Taylor at 903 521-2148 or
lwv_vote@lwvtyler.org

10 Proposed Texas Constitutional Amendments
to be on November Ballot
Save the Date!
National Voter Registration day will be
Tuesday, September
24. Stay tuned for details on how our League
will make an impact
this year.
If you are not yet deputized as a Deputy
Volunteer Voter Registrar, contact Debbie
Taylor lwv_vote@lwvtyler.org to learn
how and where to become certified.

Texas Governor
Abbott to Hold
Town Hall in
Tyler

This coming November5, Texas voters will decide
on 10 proposed statewide constitutional amendments. The following amendments (and associated
subjects) will be on the ballot:
•Prohibits State Income Tax on Individuals (Taxes)
•Transfer of Care of Law Enforcement Animals (Animals)
•Cancer Prevention and Research Institutes Bonds (Bonds)
•Increase Distributions to School Fund (Budgets)
•Allowed to Serve as Multiple Municipal Judges (Municipal)
•Precious Metals in Depositories Exempt from Property Tax (Taxes)
•Sales Tax on Sporting Goods Dedicated to Parks, Wildlife, and His-

torical Agencies (Budgets)
•Flood Infrastructure Fund (Budgets)
•Water Development Board Bonds (Bonds)
•Temporary Property Tax Exemption for Disaster Areas (Taxes)

Watch for the League of Women Voters of
Texas Education Fund’s Voters Guide for
informative background plus pros and cons on
these ten propositions in early October.

UT Tyler Cowan Center
Thursday, August 15th 7 - 8 pm
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear
the Texas Governor talk on current
issues. Come with questions and
ideas for him. Parking free.

Or for complete descriptions and what ‘Yes’ and ‘No’
votes impact our state constitution, please check out
this weblink:
https://ballotpedia.org/Texas_2019_ballot_measures

The Cowan Center is located on the campus
of The University of Texas at Tyler
3900 University Boulevard, Tyler, Texas
GPS coordinates are: 32.318710, -95.250800
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Public Policy & Program News—Dee Brock, Program VP

Series of Public Policy Programs
Planned for 2019 and 2020

US Supreme Court Gives
Decision on Census Forms

The Program Committee announces four public policy
programs to take place in fall 2019 and spring 2020.
Coming up on September 26 is
“Redistricting and the Census—The
Key to Fair Representation.” Speaker
will Dr. Mark Owens, Political Science
at UT Tyler, along with other panelists.
Watch for be details on the LWV-TSC website and by local
news providers. This hot topic will likely continue in the national conversation as a result of the recent Supreme Court
ruling and in anticipation of the 2020 census.
• The January program will tackle Election Laws, with a look

at voter suppression.
• The April project or activity will explore Climate Change

The Supreme Court ruled June 27 that
the Trump administration cannot include a question about citizenship on
the 2020 census form that goes to
every U.S. household.
The position of League of Women Voters of the United
States is argued in the statement below:
Why including a question about citizenship is
wrong and if this question remains, it would harm
the results of the Census:
• The Constitution says to count all persons—not all citizens.

•
•

and other environmental concerns, planned for Earth Day
2020 on April 22.

•

• The May discussion will concentrate on Behavioral

Health, planned because May is Mental Health Month.

•

The full details—speakers, venue, and exact dates and
times—will be sent to all members and announced to the
public soon.

•

The Commerce Secretary made a wrong decision to include this question in the Census.
This unnecessary citizenship question is invasive and will
raise concerns about the confidentiality of personal information.
This intrusive question will cause participation in the Census to plummet.
This question is a political move designed to
frighten immigrants into not participating in the Census.
The cost of adding an untested question this late in
the process is significant to taxpayers.

Organization —Jasmine Cobb, Membership Director
Member Dues Reminder—Summer 2019
May
Mary Araujo
Stormy Baker
Amber Lane
June
Holly Boyd
Rubye Kendrick
Mark & Katie Owens
July
Shirley McKellar
Jeanelle Maland
Margie Victor

August
Jan De Lipsey
Polly & Gerry Kuklewicz
Yolanda Prince
John Sims

Information on new members will be
emailed separately, with some brief
background details and contact info.

Watch for it!

Goodbye Diane Lestor, Von
Criswell, Madeleine Ross,
Daye Collins, Bonnie
Hardaway, Cheryl & Chris
Chambers

To Join the League:
The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to
safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV,
where leaders are actively engaged in effecting change at the
local, state, and national levels.
Send check
to:

Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 or renew
with debit or credit card at
http://www.lwvtyler.org/to-join-the-league

$70
$105

Thanks for your prompt response
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P.O. Box 6271
Tyler, TX 75711
Individual
Two in same Household

$25

College Student

$10

High School Student
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100th Anniversary of the Women’s Vote in Texas

Women’s Equality Day Celebration
August 1, 4:304:30-7 pm
Harvey Hall & Rose Center

Friday August 23, 6:30 p.m.
Holly Tree Country Club  Tickets $15 at lwvtyler.org
Funded in part by a grant from the League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund
and generous community contributions.
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