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MissionMissionMissionMission    

The League 
of Women 
Voters is a 
nonpartisan 
organization 
that works to 
promote 
political 
responsibility 
through 
informed 
participation 
of all citizens 
in their 
government. 
The League 
does not 
support or 
oppose any 
political party 
or any 
candidate. It 
publishes 
factual 
information 
to help 
prepare 
citizens to 
cast informed 
votes.  

The League 
does take 
action on 
selected 
governmental 
issues that 
members 
have studied. 

September/

October 

 2019 
Editor: Scherel Carver 

Redistricting and the Census—The Key to Fair Representation  

Coming up on September 26 

is a panel discussion on  Redis-

tricting and the Census—The Key 

to Fair Representation. This hot 

topic will likely continue in the 

national conversation in anticipa-

tion of the 2020 census. 

Speaker and Moderator is Dr. 

Mark Owens, Assistant Professor 

of Political Science at UT Tyler. 

He teaches 

courses about 

the develop-

ment and or-

ganization of 

American po-

litical institu-

tions as well as 

as classes that study the policy-

making process.  

Stephanie Swanson is Issue 

Chair of Redis-

tricting & Cen-

sus, League of 

Women Voters 

of  Texas and a 

leader in Fair 

Maps Texas. 

Swanson will 

provide an overview of the im-

pact of the census on redistricting 

and address litigation that con-

flates partisan with racial 

boundaries.   

Deborah Pullum, Tyler City  

Attorney, will address topics 

about local re-

districting in 

Smith County. 

City Council dis-

tricts in Tyler 

could be differ-

ent in 2021, due 

to the redistrict-

ing process scheduled to start 

after the upcoming U.S. Census. A 

new district to better serve His-

panic residents, redrawn districts 

in the southern part of the city, 

and other setups for the City 

Council could all be on the table. 

Pullum began as Assistant City 

Attorney with the City of Tyler in 

2004 and was promoted to Senior 

Assistant City Attorney. On June 

26th 2019 the City Council ap-

proved her appointment as the 

first female African-American City 

Attorney of Tyler.  

 

The 

event is 

sched-

uled for 

The 

Alumni 

House at 

UT Tyler, 

located just 

inside the 

main en-

trance on 

Old Omen 

Road. Parking is available in Lot 6, 

which is immediately to the right 

of the building once a visitor 

turns onto Campus Drive off of 

Old Omen.  

 

Redistricting & 
the 2020 Census 

Thursday 
September 26 

6:30 pm 
Alumni House  
UT Tyler 
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Alumni House is identified as #38 

on the map found at (https://

www.uttyler.edu/maps/campus-

map.pdf?r=/maps/campus-map-

printable.pdf).  

Voters Guide Copies in Early October, 

Plus in Tyler Paper! VOTE INFORMED! 

 Look for the Voters Guide to be published in the 

Tyler Morning Telegraph before early voting begins. 

Hard copies of the LWV-Texas Education Fund’s nonpartisan 

Voters Guide are scheduled to be ready in early Octo-

ber. These guides are provided as a public service 

to area voters and give background information 

and pro and con arguments on each proposed 

amendment.  

Find copies at Smith County public libraries, college 

and university libraries, and at the Voter Registration 

Office, 302 East Ferguson, Tyler.  

You also may find proposed amendment information now, 

including pro and con arguments, at https://my.lwv.org/texas/
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President’s Podium:  

Greetings Leaguers,Greetings Leaguers,Greetings Leaguers,Greetings Leaguers,    

What an honor it was to have a 

part in our well attended Women’s 

Equality Day event! To remember 

the COURAGE of the women who 

began and sustained the Suffrage 

Movement, and then hear of the 

recent COURAGE demonstrated by 

our Making Democracy Work 

Awardees: UT students Lina Ortega 

and Belen Iniguez and Alpha Kappa 

Alpha, Delta Sigma Theta, and Zeta 

Phi Beta sororities! All have done 

incredible work to engage and edu-

cate the people in our community. 

We thank them very much!! 

And cheers to our guest speaker 

Tasneem Raja for reminding us of 

the importance of community. Our 

guest artists were wonderful as they 

portrayed critical women of history: 

Shirley Witherspoon as Sojourner 

Truth and Vicki Betts as Elizabeth 

Herndon Potter. 

There are many more to thank 

for our event—look for our Commu-

nity Relations VP Mary Claire Rowe’s 

report in this VOTER. We had won-

derful contributors to help us keep 

ticket costs low and so many who 

donated items for the auction. In 

addition, volunteers helped with 

planning, organizing, set-up, and 

many other duties. It takes a great 

deal of work to put an event to-

gether and we are very appreciative 

of our members and friends who 

took part! 

Our next event will be our fo-

rum on Redistricting—details are on 

pages 1 and 5 of this VOTER. This is 

such a timely and important issue. 

We also plan some 

advocacy training 

closer to the dates of 

public hearings on 

the census. Watch 

our website for de-

tails. 

And, of course, 2020 is nearing! 

So much to think about, commemo-

rate, and educate! The right to vote 

for women turns 100! The LWVUS 

turns 100! LWV Tyler/Smith County 

turns 70! And, of course, we have an 

election in 2020. 

The League is planning a num-

ber of events to inform and cele-

brate. Please watch our website and 

plan to join us in this upcoming his-

toric year! 

Marilyn WillsMarilyn WillsMarilyn WillsMarilyn Wills 

            

 

LWV-Tyler 
Diversity  
Policy 

 

The League of 
Women Voters of  
Tyler/Smith 

County, in both its 
values and 
practices, affirms 
its belief and 
commitment to 
diversity and 
pluralism, which 
means that there 
shall be no barriers 
to participation in 
any activity of the 
LWV-Tyler on the 
basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, 
sexual orientation, 
national origin, or 
disability. 

 

The LWV-Tyler/
Smith County 
recognizes that 
diverse 
perspectives are 
important and 
necessary for 
responsible and 
representative 
decision making. 
LWV-Tyler/Smith 
Countysubscribes 
to the belief that 
diversity and 
pluralism are 
fundamental to the 
values it upholds 
and that this 
inclusiveness 
enhances the 
organization's 
ability to respond 
more effectively to 
changing 
conditions and 
needs. 

 

LWV-Tyler/Smith 
County affirms its 
commitment to 
reflecting the 
diversity of 
Americans in its 
board and 
programs. 

LWV-Tyler/Smith County Board Member has 

been appointed to serve on the Board of Directors 

of the League of Women Voters of Texas. French 

will coordinate the VOTE411 system statewide 

and has agreed to nomination for the next bien-

nium. She currently serves as Director on the LWV

-TSC board and has served as Voters Service Vice President 2016-

2018 and was a Director in 2015. French joins Tyler/Smith County 

member Marjorie Wallé in serving on the current LWV-Texas Board. 

Mary Lu French Appointed to LWV-Texas Board of Directors 

2019—2020 LWV-Tyler/Smith County Board of Direc-
 

Officers 
 

Marilyn Wills 

President  

Dee Brock  

Program Vice Presiden t 

Mary Claire Rowe 

Community Relations Vice President 

Debbie Taylor 

Voters Service Vice President 

Mitzi Rusk 

Secretary 

Scherel Carver  

Treasurer 

 

Directors 
 

Katy Cline 

Financial & Organization Assistant 

Mary Lu French 

VOTE411 

Rubye Kendrick 

Voter Registration 

Jasmine Cobb 

Membership 

Lee Hancock 

Community Relations &  

Voter Research 

Ashley Taylor 

Historian/Public Library Services 

Coming Events: Please Join Us Coming Events: Please Join Us Coming Events: Please Join Us Coming Events: Please Join Us     
 

Tuesday, September 24 

National Voter Registration Day 

County-Wide—See page 5 
———- 

Thursday, September 26 

2020 US Census & Redistricting—The 

Key to Fair Representation 
UT Tyler Alumni House 

———- 

Friday September 27 
Rock the Vote– by UT Tyler Dean & 

Political Science Dept 

Voter Registration—New UT Tyler 

Patriot Plaza 
——— 

Thursday, October 14 Tentative 

Pros & Cons on the Proposed 

Constitutional Amendments 

Discovery Science Place, 6:30 
——— 

November 5—Election 

Save these Dates:  

November 1—30 

LWV Suffrage Exhibit 
Tyler Public Library 2nd Floor 

———- 

Thursday, November 7 

Keep the Grass Roots Green: Member 

Input on LWVTX Policy Positions 
———- 

Saturday, December 7 

LWV Holiday Party by Invitation 

MEMBERS: Members always are welcome to 

attend meetings of the LWV Board of Direc-

tors. In 2019-20 meetings are the 4th Mon-

days at 6 pm, Discovery Science Place Annex, 

North Broadway 
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Community Relations, Marjorie Wallé, CR VP 

 

Community Relations News—Mary Claire Rowe VP 

Half Mile of History Plaque 
for LWV Tyler/Smith County 

As a prelude to 2020, starting November 

1st and running until the 30th, we will 

have an exhibit at the Tyler Public Library 

to laud the struggle by women in many 

countries to get the vote. If you have any 

posters, books, or information about this 

subject, please get in touch with  

Mary Claire Rowe at 

lwv_community@lwvtyler.org. The more 

who work on any project, the merrier.  

Not to be stopped by overwork and fatigue, 

LWV Board and members are going full steam 

ahead on plans for celebrations in 2020. We 

are teaming up with Discovery Science Place, 

the Tyler and Lindale Public Libraries, the Li-

brary at University of Texas at Tyler, Tyler Jun-

ior College, the Tyler Civic Theater, and several 

more! These events and exhibits will hopefully 

be partially funded by a grant from Humanities 

Texas. Our plans are many and are falling into 

place. We hope to have more details soon. 

Celebrating the 100th year of Women getting 

the Vote is going to be fun, unusual, and edu-

cational! Stay tuned! 

Women’s Equality 2020 Plans 
Include Partnerships 

WOMENS EQUALITY DAY 2019 exceeded 

all expectations in many ways. With more 

than 130 attendees, a lovely 

venue, and good speakers, it 

was quite successful.  

Special thanks to Lee Hancock 

who went above and beyond by 

obtaining $2500 from contribu-

tors to off-set the cost. She set an 

example for all of us on how to 

simply MAKE THE ASK. Rarely do 

people just walk up and volunteer 

contributions. Members just have to 

ASK. We are very grateful for Lee’s 

work. The League needs the help of every 

member to do the same.  

Also we are grateful for the 22 people 

and organizations who offered 46 items 

for the Silent Auction fundraiser and the 

29 people who won the bidding. We 

raised over $1600 to further defray the 

cost of the evening, and help our bank 

balance rise.  

The program for the evening was var-

ied and lengthy. LWV-Tyler/Smith County 

honored three honorary lifetime mem-

bers who have served 50-plus years. It 

was important also that we recognize two 

young UT Tyler students who have taken 

an active role in registering fellow student 

to vote. Also deserv-

ing recognition were 

three sororities for 

the innovative ways 

they have educated 

their young mem-

bers on the importance of voting. They 

did this by requiring all members and pro-

spective members to be registered vot-

ers.  

It was a lively and fun evening at a 

nice facility, 

and we thank 

all who came, 

supported, and 

participated in 

the prepara-

tions.  

See more photos page 4. 

Friends of the LWV Tyler/Smith County, 

including Judith Guthrie, Barbara Bass, and 

Joyce Buford made application to the Tyler 

Board of Historic Preservation to allow the 

League to have a Half Mile of History 

Plaque placed in downtown Tyler. The ap-

plication was approved on September 4
th

 

after a presentation by Judith Guthrie. 

The plaque will be placed in March 

2020, during Women’s History Month, at 

location #100 (for 100 years of suffrage!) in 

front of the Liberty Theater. 

The League is grateful to those who 

requested the acknowledgement and to 

Toni Ferrell, a 50-year League member who 

wrote the history used to support the rec-

ognition. Much of Tyler's history is chroni-

cled in the Half Mile of History, which 

pays tribute to people, places, and events 

that have contributed to the success of 

Tyler and Smith County. 

Plan to join us in March as we lay the 

plaque and celebrate the 70-year anni-

versary of LWV Tyler/Smith County! 

Exhibit at Tyler Library 
Planned for November 1-30 

LWV President Marilyn Willis and Community 
Relations VP Mary Claire Rowe 

Making Democracy Making Democracy Making Democracy Making Democracy 
Work AwardWork AwardWork AwardWork Award    

    

Lina Ortega 

Belen Iniguez 

Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority 

Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 

Lifetime League Lifetime League Lifetime League Lifetime League 
MembersMembersMembersMembers    

Toni Ferrell 

Katheryn Hetherly 

Doris Stanley 

2019 Honorees2019 Honorees2019 Honorees2019 Honorees    
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100 Years of Texas Women Voting: 2019 Women’s Equality Day 

Historian Vicki Betts 
Portrays Tyler Suffragist 
Elizabeth Herndon Potter 

LWV Member Yolanda 
Prince Greets Attendees 

LWV Members Mary Lu French and Andie Rathbone at Registration 

Vicki Betts, 2nd from left, with LWV Members Dennis 
Wills, Debbie Taylor, Scherel Carver, and Marjorie Wallé 

Former LWV Member Carol 
Reynolds and Friend 

Bidders Peruse the Silent 
Auction Items 

Yolanda Prince and Delta 
Sigma Theta past president  
LaShonda Malrey-Horne 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Honored for 
Making Democracy Work 

Lifetime 50-Year LWV Members Katheryn 
Hetherly and Doris Stanley with Doris’s Daughter-
in-Law and Son Retha and Kerry Stanley 

Tyler Today photographer poses 
Alpha Kappa Alpha members 

LWV Members Karen 
Wilkerson and Jolie Smith 

Honorary Lifetime 50-Year Member 
Toni Ferrell with Member Linda 
Resnik 

LWV Member Polly 
Kuklewicz in Full 
Suffragist Costume 

LWV Member Lou Anne Smoot 
with guests Debi Su Yelverton 
and Shelley Hamilton 
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Your Online Voters Guide 

     Voters Service News—Debbie Taylor, Voters Service VP 

National Voter Registration Day  
Tuesday, September 24 
 

Deputy Volunteer Registrars  will cover the 

following nine sites: 
 

UT Tyler Student Center:  

    Katy Cline, Mary Claire Rowe 

Whitehouse Community Library 11—2:  

    Andie Rathbone 

Troup Community Library 2—5:  

    volunteers needed 

Lindale 10—1 and Mineola Libraries 2—4:  

    Mary Lu French 

Glass Recreation Center 1—4:  

   Mary Lynn Smith 

Texas College HUB 12—2:  

   Rubye Kendrick 

TJC Library: Lee Hancock need more help 

Tyler Public Library 11—2:   

    Kuklewicz & Carver 

 

The long-awaited new design for Vote411.org 

has now been completed and is available for all 

states, including Texas, the citizens of Tyler, and 

surrounding communities to view. The new format 

is more user-friendly, the voter information is ac-

cessed more easily, but voting information based 

on the users particular state has been maintained. 

All current voting information from: how to 

register, checking to see if you are currently regis-

tered, where to go to vote, and voting deadlines 

can be viewed now. Be sure to check out your cur-

rent registration information. 

What is on the Ballot for the November 2019 

ballot on the 10 amendments will soon to be pub-

lished. Watch for this announcement. 

If you are not yet deputized as a Deputy Vol-

unteer Voter Registrar, contact Debbie Tay-

lor lwv_vote@lwvtyler.org to learn how and 

where to become certified. 

To participate in Voter Registration please con-

tact Debbie Taylor at  

LWV Members: Many of you have delivered Voters Guide copies to sites in the 

past, and your assistance is needed this year as well. If you are willing to de-

liver Guides to area sites, please contact Debbie. Examples include: public 

libraries, college libraries, high school government teachers, etc.  

November 5 Election to Propose 10 Amendments  
November 5 Texas voters will decide on 10 proposed statewide constitutional amend-

ments. The following amendments will be on the ballot: 

•Prohibits State Income Tax on Individuals  

•Transfer of Care of Law Enforcement Animals  

•Cancer Prevention and Research Institutes Bonds  

•Increase Distributions to School Fund  

•Allowed to Serve as Multiple Municipal Judges  

•Precious Metals in Depositories Exempt from Property Tax  

•Sales Tax on Sporting Goods Dedicated to Parks, Wildlife, and Historical Agencies  

•Flood Infrastructure Fund  

•Water Development Board Bonds  

•Temporary Property Tax Exemption for Disaster Areas  

Election Calendar 
Last Day to Register to Vote on November 5 

Monday October 7  

Early Voting  
Monday October 21– Friday November 1 

Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail  
Friday October 25  

Last Day to Receive Ballot  

(Received, Not Postmarked) 

Tuesday, November 5 

Election Day  
November 5 

Want to hear more about the 

amendments you will vote on No-

vember 5?  

Tentatively, a presentation on the 

ten ballot propositions to be voted on 

November 5 is set for Monday, Oct 14. 

You will hear why the Texas Legislature 

proposed them and pro and con argu-

ments for and against each one.  

Promises to be informative and 

entertaining as well. 

 

VOTE  

INFORMED 
 

 

 

Tentative Community Forum—Pros & Cons on the 
Proposed Amendments to Texas Constitution 

Monday October 14 

6:30 pm 

Discovery Science 

Place Annex 

Volunteer Now! Volunteers 

needed to register voters at area 

public libraries and community 

centers. Pick any site at left. 

Each volunteer is asked to contact 

the site to confirm registration 

time slot or shift. Debbie will pro-

vide you ‘Register to Vote Here’ 

signs, stickers, pens, and other 

supplies to support your efforts. If 

you need for me to supply your 

voter registration forms and log-

page/book, let me know ASAP.  

Please be sure to submit your 

registration forms to the Smith 

County Elections Office within 5 

days of the event. Also, let Debbie 

know number persons registered 

at lwv_vote@lwvtyler.org or 903-

521-2148. 
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 Public Policy & Program News—Dee Brock, Program VP 

Legislature to Hold Public Hearings 

on Redistricting Process 
For anyone who has tried to keep up 

with the redistricting saga that has kept 
Texas in the courts since 2011, there was 
a brief glimmer of hope that the Legisla-
ture was going to finally take steps to im-
prove our current redistricting process. But the committee 
was only holding organizational hearings—part of their due 
diligence to prepare its members for the next round of redis-

tricting.  

While it might be naive to expect the Legislature to give 
up the power of drawing their own election maps, it is not 
naive to expect improvements to be made in this costly and 
arguably unconstitutional process. A recent Public Informa-
tion Act request has shown that the state has spent more than 
$5.7 million on redistricting litigation since 2011. The most 
expensive case in this litigation, Abbott v Perez, is still play-
ing out in the courts, so this total cost will increase. The 
plaintiffs in this case—the people in House District 90—will 

not have cast a ballot under constitutional maps since 2011. 

It’s safe to say that litigation has become a mainstay of 
the redistricting process in Texas; so much so that during 
that first organizational hearing for the House Redistricting 
Committee, legal counsel from the Texas Legislative Coun-
cil told committee members to expect court challenges when 
new district maps are drawn in 2021. Voters and citizens of 
all political stripes should take alarm. A system that func-
tions on continual litigation fuels deep mistrust in our de-

mocratic systems of government.  

Stephanie Swanson, LWVTX Census & Redistricting Chair 

Redistricting and the Courts 

What Can You Do to Influence the Redistricting 
Maps? The Texas Legislature will hold public hearings 

throughout the state starting in fall 2019, and through your 

public testimony, you can influence how it will draw district 

boundaries. Public comments at the hearings will be used to 

assist the Legislature when it draws district boundaries. In 

East Texas, a hearing tentatively is scheduled for Marshall on 

April 15, but it is possible to request a hearing in Smith Co. 

Speaking up about your community is critical in ensuring 

that district lines are drawn to keep your community whole 

and grouped with nearby communities with similar, shared 

interests (community of interest). This ensures that your 

voice is heard by your elected leaders across all kinds of gov-

ernment decisions. 

What is a “Community of Interest”? 
A Community of Interest (COI) is a geographically con-

nected population that shares common social and economic 

interests. Examples of such shared interests are: 

• Those common to areas such as urban, rural, industrial, or 

agricultural; as well as geographical such as rivers, moun-

tains, coastal, inland, watershed, etc. 

• Those common to areas in which the people share similar 

living standards, use the same transportation facilities, have 

similar work opportunities, or have access to the same media 

of communication relevant to the election process; as well 

as shared common goals.  

Organization —Jasmine Cobb, Membership Director  

Information on new members will be 
emailed separately, with some brief back-

ground details and contact info. Watch for it! 

Send check 

to: 

P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271P.O. Box 6271    

Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711Tyler, TX 75711    

$70 IndividualIndividualIndividualIndividual    

$105 Two in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same HouseholdTwo in same Household    

$25 College StudentCollege StudentCollege StudentCollege Student    

The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to 
safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join LWV, 
where leaders are actively engaged in effecting change at the 

local, state, and national levels.  

$10 High School StudentHigh School StudentHigh School StudentHigh School Student    

To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:To Join the League:    

Member Dues Reminder—Fall 2019 

August 

Jan De Lipsey 

September 

Katy & Chance Cline 

October 

Betty Groepper 

Past Due 

July 

Shirley McKellar 

June 

Holly Boyd 

Mark & Katie Owens 
 

Mail to PO Box 6271, Tyler TX 75711 or renew 

with debit or credit card at  

http://www.lwvtyler.org/to-join-the-league 

Thanks for your prompt response 

Mallory Owens, new 

baby girl of Katie 

and Mark Owens. 


